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Sheikh Zayed due in Syria today 
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Waldheim and Kohl meet 

VIENNA (R) — Austrian President Kurt Waldheim has held his first 
meeting wilh a Western government leader since he was barred entry by 
the United States in April because of allegations over his World War II 
record in the German army. A spokesman for Dr. Waldheim said Friday 
he and West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl had dinner on Thursday at 
Ihe president's summer residence in Nussdurf am Atlersee. They 
discussed bilateral relations and the international situation. Pope John 
Paul received Dr. Waldheim at (he Vatican last June. Austria meanwhile 
began distributing a 5UU-page book intended Tor use by its ambassadors in 
refuting allegations that. Dr. Waldheim was linked to war crimes during 
World War I K^\ Ewo&rt^btfnistrv official said copies of the hook, 
compiled in EHpwJK^Dr. Waldheim's son Gerhard and ministry 
officials, had been sent to all Austrian envoys abroad. It supports Dr. 
Waldheim s rejection of allegations that he played a role in deponing Jews 
and others while serving in the German army in Greece and Yugoslavia 
between 1942 and 1943. 




Volume 12 Number 3550 


King congratulates 
India, South Korea 
and Pakistan 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Friday sent 
cables of congratulations to the 
presidents of India and South 
Korea on the occasion of India's 
Independence Day and South 
Korea’s National Day. In his 
cables, the King congratulated 
Indian President Ramaswamy 
Venkataraman and South Korean 
President Chun Doo Hwan and 
wisbed their peoples more 
prosperity and development. On 
Thursday, King Hussein sent a 
cable to Pakistani President Zia 
U1 Haq congratulating him on the 
occasion of his country’s Inde- 
pendence Day. King Hussein 
wisbed President Zia and the 
Pakistani people more progress 
and prosperity. 

Israe! closes 
Arab weekly 

TEL AVIV (R) — A weekly 
Arab newspaper in the town of 
Nazareth has been accused of 
expressing extreme nationalist 
views and ordered to close by the 
Interior Ministry. A1 Jahamir was 
shut down for “security” reasons 
after ignoring a ministry warning, 
a ministry official said. Palesti- 
nian sources told Renters the 
newspaper planned to challenge 
in court what it said were false 
accusations that it supported the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP). 

3 more charged 
in London robbery 

LONDON (AP) — Police have 
charged three more people in 
connection with the estimated 
£30-miUion ($47-railiion) robbery 
of a London safe deposit centre, 
bringing to seven the number 
charged. Scotland Yard said on 
Friday police investigating the 
July 12 robbery recovered several 
million pounds worth of jewelry 
and silverware in a raid on a 
house in north London. The 
police estimate of cash, jewels 
and other valuables taken from 
the Knigbtsbridge safe deposit 
centre across the street from Har- 
rods department store, makes it 
the richest robbery in British his- 
.tory. 

Junblatt said seeking 
Waite’s release 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Druze 
leader Walid Junblatt has met 
■ Iranian and pro-Iranian officials 
' in a bid to secure the freedom of 
missing British church envoy Ter- 
ry Waite, the weekly Al Sbiraa 
magazine reported. “The direct 
ana first purpose (of the meet- 
ings) is the issue of the kidnap- 
ping of Anglican envoy Terry 
Waite, 1 ' Ai Sniraa said in its latest 
edition. It said Mr. Junblatt was 
expected to visit Iran and might 
meet Iran’s revolutionary leader. 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Habib quits as 
C.American envoy 

WASHINGTON fR) — Philip 
Hahfc resigned on Friday as Pres- 
ident Reagan's special envoy to 
Central America as the adminis- 
tration announced a new di- 
plomatic initiative to help imple- 
ment a peace plan for the region. 
State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman, who 
announced Mr. Habib's resigna- 
tion. said the respected diplomat 
considered it an appropriate time 
to depan but refused ro elabo- 
rate. 
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Iraqi planes blast 
Iran’s Hawk battery 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi warplanes 
on Friday blasted a U.S.-made anti-aircraft 
Hawk battery in the north-eastern Ir anian 
town of Tabriz, a Baghdad military spokes- 
man said. 

• Quoted by Baghdad Radio, he 
said the batteiy was completely 
destroyed before the planes au 
swept back safely to fctte. 

The attacking aircraft pe 


pene- 
trated I rani an air-defence units to 
reach the site of the battery at 
8:50 (0350 GMT), the spokesman 
said. 

The raid was the second in the 
Tabriz area this week. Iraq on 
Monday ended a 25-day break in 
air attacks on Iranian territory, 
hitting an oil refinery at Tabriz 
and five other oil sites in central 
and southern Iran. 

Military analysts believe Iraqi 
pilots spotted tbe anti-aircraft 
battery while raiding the refinery. 

The government newspaper Al 
Jumhuriya said Friday Iraq was 
ready to deal fresh blows against 
Iran while awaiting implementa- 
tion of the July 20 U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling for an 
immediate Gulf war ceasefire and 
steps to ensure compliance. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz on Friday called for immedi- 
ate implementation of the resolu- 


tion. In a letter to the U.N. 
secretary-general, Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, he said Iran had com- 
mitted ten acts of armed aggres- 
sion against Iraq since the resolu- 
tion was passed. 

Iraq’s National Assembly en- 
dorsed the resolution provided 
Iran did lkewise, but Iran’s Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
said Thursday it was unaccept- 
able because it did not brand Iraq 
as the “aggressor." 

Tbe Defence Ministry daily Al 
Qadissiya on Friday described 
Iran's response to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar as immoral. 

“The response, in content and 
form, embodied Iranian rulers' 
degraded morals and proved once 
again that those whom invisible 
hands brought to power lacked 
not only the sense of responsibil- 
ity, but the protocol of good 
manners.” 

Al Qadissiya said Iranian rul- 
ers’ rejection of the resolution 
would not help them achieve 
their wicked aims. “On the con- 
trary, it pushed their regime 


farther into suffocating isola- 
tion,” it added. 

Iraq on Thursday denied that 
Iran shot down four of its helicop- 
ter gunships in Gulf war action. 

A military spokesman chal- 
lenged Iran to produce “one 
piece of evidence” for the claim, 
made earlier on Tehran Radio, 
and said all Iraqi flights had 
returned safely to base from war- 
front missions. 

Baghdad said in a war com- 
munique that its warplanes flew 
103 combat missions over Iranian 
positions, inflicting heavy losses 
in men and equipment. 

Meanwhile, Iran is claiming it 
has a right to use chemical 
weapons in retaliation against 
Iraqi chemical attacks, according 
to a U.N. letter revealed 
Thursday. 

In the letter to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar, Iran entered a tempor- 
ary reservation to the 1925 Gene- 
va ban on chemical warfare, 
arguing it has a right to retaliate 
against the alleged Iraqi attacks. 

The letter was addressed to 
Mr. Perez de Cneliar by Mr. 
Velayati. 

According to U.S. officials 
noted by American newspapers, 
le United States expects the 
U.N. Security Council to agree to 

(Continued on page 3) 


S 


Next escort convoy gets ready; 
Iran poised for ‘manoeuvres’ 

Fujairah declared free of mines but new fears raised 
over ‘remote-controlled booby-trapped boats’ 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — 
Another American convoy was 
getting ready here on Friday for 
the dash down the Gulf as tbe 
Iranian navy was due to start 
minesweeping exercises in or just 
outside the waterway. 

Shipping sources said three re- 
flagged Kuwaiti tankers which 
arrived here earlier this week 
under U.S. navy escort were 
loading gas and oil products and 
would be finished by Saturday 
morning. 




Departure date of the convoy 
south would not be disclosed, 
they added. 

The Iranian navy was sche- 
duled to begin minesweeping ex- 
ercises in international waters on 
Friday after accusing tbe United 
States or its regional allies of 
laying mines. 

Fujairah port at the entrance of 
the Gulf was declared dear of all 
mines on Friday after tbe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) aimed 
forces detonated a mine floating 
in the anchorage. 

UAE coasts are clear of mines 


and shipping is safe in our territo- 
rial waters,” a Fujairah police 
statement said. At least five 
mines were found in the anchor- 
age earlier this week, one of 
which holed a tanker. 

Port officials said the armed 
forces detonated the last mine 
found drifting in the anchorage 
Friday night. They had no com- 
ment on the fate of another de- 
clared missing by coast guards 
two days ago. 

An official at Fujairah airport 
said that a ban on civilian flying 
over the anchorage during day- 
light hours imposed on Thursday 
had been lifted. 

“It is all clear now,” he said. 

Fujairah port officials said an 
Indian tanker captain reported 
spotting a black object, possibly a 
mine, near his anchorage 25 
kilometres off Khor Fakkan just 
outside the Gulf. 

A military helicopter flew over 
the location but could not find 
anything, they said. Reporters in 
helicopters also surveyed the area 
but saw nothing untoward. 


However, ships kept away 
from tbe main anchorage area off 
Fujairah on Friday despite the 
assurances that it bad been 
cleared of floating mines, ship- 
ping executives reported. 

The Sharjah-based newspaper 
Al Khaleej meanwhile quoted a 
UAE official as warning of the 
possible existence of small 
“booby-trapped boats operated 
by remote control” in the same 
waters outside the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

The UAE ministry of agricul- 
ture Thursday warned fishermen 
and swimmers from approaching 
“suspicious objects and small 
boats on the eastern coast of the 
oountiy." 

Assistant under-secretary of 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
Hamad Al Mutawa said the warn- 
ing was issued following a report 
from the Ministry of Interior ab- 
out the possibility that booby- 
trapped vessels might be set loose 
in the waters. There was no ela- 
boration as to what raised that 
(Continued on page 3) 


Iran: Blasts 
in Tunisia 
were ‘warning’ 

TUNIS (AP) — The recent ex- 
plosions at four tourist resorts in 
Tunisia were a warning to the 
country's leaders, Tehran Radio 
said Friday. 

“The explosions that occurred 
in seaside hotels in Tunisia, which 
are dens of entertainment and 
loose behaviour for tourists from 
Arab countries, constitute a se- 
rious warning to the Tunisian 
leaders and their Western suppor- 
ters," said Tehran Radio, moni- 
tored in London. 

The Tunisian government has 
blamed the opposition Islamic 
Tendency Movement (MIT) for a 
series of terrorist bombings at 
coastal resort hotels Aug. 2 that 
injured 13 people, including 12 
foreign tourists. 

Tourism is a pillar of the eco- 
nomy of this former French col- 
■ftie radio commentary said the 
Islamic movement had grown and 
expanded in Tunisia and did not 
need to be dependent on a 
“source providing it with strength 
and guidelines." 

Tunisia broke diplomatic rela- j 
tions with Iran in March, accusing v 
the Islamic republic of using its 
embassy to encourage violent 
opposition. 


Saudi envoy says Iran 
distorting truth of Haj riots 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — The 
Saudi Arabian ambassador on 
Friday blamed Iran for the recent 
killings in Mecca because be said 
its leaders “hatched a conspiracy 
to sabotage the Haj and master- 
minded the political demonstra- 
tion.” 

Sheikh Fouad S. Moufti told a 
news conference: “The whole 
world has strongly condemned 
the rioting by Iranian pilgrims." 

Saudi Arabia says that 402 peo- 
ple were killed in rioting and 
stampede on July 31 in Mecca after 
Iranian pilgrims went on a ram- 
page during the Haj. 

The victims included 275 Ira- 
nians, 85 Saudi security forces 
and 42 other pilgrims. 

Iran says that more than 600 
Iranians are dead or missing from 
the rioting. It claims Saudi Ara- 
bian police opened fire on “in- 
structions” from the United 
States which has close military 
ties to Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi Arabia says not a single 
shot was fired*-.- . 

Qn FndayV Stieikh Fouad, the 
ambassador, showed journalists a 
■video film of the demonstration. 
'It showed Iranian pilgrims battling 
j with police with sucks mid stones. 
Demonstrators were seen setting 
■vehicles -ablaze.. . . 

V-^Iran ,had not got permission 
fop' tbe demonstrapon. Iranian 


rulers hatched a conspiracy to 
sabotage the Haj," be said. 

“It is very dear that Iranians 
want to export their revolution to 
the Muslim world," tbe ambassa- 
dor said. 

When asked whether Iranian 
pilgrims would still be allowed to 
visit Mecca and Medina, the 
ambassador said, Saudi Arabia 
wanted to settle the problem with 
peace and goodwill because “re- 
venge is not allowed in Islam." 

Commenting on Iran’s allega- 
tions that tbe United States was 
behind the killing of Iranian pil- 
grims, the ambassador said: “It is 
a very silly allegation. 

"They (Iranians) demons- 
trated, they started this act of 
terrorism. We have done only our 
duty," be said. 

Iran daimed on Friday heavily- 
armed Saudi security agents 
broke up an Iranian prayer meet- 
ing in Medina Thursday night, 
beating and arresting a number of 
pilgrims. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, gave no other details of 
the inddent but said Iran's chief 
official at the pilgrimage. Mehdi 
Karroubi, had been barred from 
the city. 

The bodies of 58 Iranian pil- 
grims killed in the violence were 
flown back from Saudi Arabia on 
(Continued on page 3) 


Israelis shoot and wound Arab 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers on 
Friday shot a Palestinian in the 
bead in the occupied West Bank 
town of Nablus, a military spokes- 
man said. 

According to the spokesman, 
the incident occurred after a 
bomb was thrown at soldiers in 
the town. 

Soldiers’, carrying out a search 
in the town's narrow alleys, en- 
countered the man who they 
rlainwl was about to throw a 
bomb. Tbe patrol opened fire, 
hitting him in the head. The man 
was rushed to hospital. 

Foreigners assaulted by 
Israeli soldiers 

On Thursday, Israeli police 


said they iojnred two foreigners 
and arrested six others when they 
dispersed a protest outside the 
U.S. consulate in Arab Jerusalem 
against Israel's occupation of tbe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Eyewitnesses quoted by AP said 
police fired tear-gas al some 50 
foreign sympathisers of the 
Palestinian cause, mostly Amer- 
icans and West Europeans, and 
dabbed several of them in front of 
the consulate. 

“One of them hit (a protester) 
once hard on the top of the head. 
At that point blood came spurting 
out of his skull. It was running 
down his hair and the back of his 
neck and there was a pool of blood 
that collected on tbe floor,” one 
American eyewitness told AP. 

Before poPce arrived the de- 


monstration had been peaceful, 
though noisy protesters shouted 
slogans against Israeli occupation, 
the eyewitnesses said. 

Most of the demonstrators were 
foreigners who do voluntary work 
in Palestinian refugee camps in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

An official at Birzeit University 
said later the demonstrators bad 
been protesting against the deten- 
tion of a Palestinian, arrested in a 
night raid on a university-spon- 
sored summer work camp. 

He said two Belgians, Willem 
Defieu and Dietmer Travel, suf- 
fered injuries in the dash with 
police. 

Those arrested included Bel- 
gian Abraham Franssen. English- 
man Mark Siveli Muller and two 
American Palestinians. 


Klibi urges energetic U.N. move 
to stop Iran from pursuing war 


PARIS (Agencies) — Arab 
League Secretary-General Cbadli 
Klibi called on the United Na- 
tions on Friday to adopt energetic 
measures aimed at stopping Iran 
from pursuing tbe seven-year-old 
Gulf war. 

Addressing reporters after 
talks with President Francois Mit- 
terrand, Mr. Klibi said: “I prefer 
not to talk of sanctions — it is not 
a question of sanctioning Iran. 
The international community 
should take steps which would 
make Iran unable to damage the 
region by pursuing the war.” 

Iraq has accepted a demand by 
U.N. Security Council for an 
immediate ceasefire in the war. 
Iran has criticised the call, but 
maintains it has not rejected it. 

Mr. Klibi confirmed that Arab 
foreign ministers would meet in 
Tunis on Aug. 23 to discuss the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Jordan renews support for 
Iraq 

In what was seen as Iraqi 
moves to coordinate positions 
prior to the Aug. 23 talks, Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz vi- 
sited Amman and was received 
by His Majesty King Hussein on 
Thursday. 

In his talks with Mr. Aziz, tbe 
King reiterated Jordan’s unli- 
mited support for Iraq in its 
endeavours to defend Arab soil 
and repeated Jordan's backing 
for current international efforts 


to bring an end to the Gulf war. 

Mr. Aziz conveyed to the King 
a message from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Mr. Aziz told Petra later that 
the Iraqi president's message ex- 
pressed Iraq's appreciation of 
Jordan's support for Iraq in its 
just cause. 

Upon leaving for home at the 
end of his visit, Mr. Aziz said he 
briefed the King on the latest 
developments in the Gulf region 
and threats confronting the Arab 
nation and also Iraq's views about 
means of enhancing solidarity 
among Arab countries in the face 
of common threats. 

The King’s meeting with Mr. 
Aziz was attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown prince Hassan, 
Prune Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Al Qasem, 
Foreign Minister Taber Al Masri 
and the director of the Arab 
Department at Iraq’s Foreign 
Ministry. 

Mr. Aziz earlier held a meeting 
with Mr. Masri to review current 
Arab affairs in general and the 
Iran-Iraq war in particular and 
also Iran's escalating threats in 
the Gulf region. The two minis- 
ters also discussed topics on the 
agenda of the Arab foreign minis- 
ters meeting in Tunis on Aug. 23. 

Mr. Aziz told Petra that the 
talks were aimed at formulating a 
unified Arab stand vis-a-vis the 
Aug. 23 meeting, and also Ira- 
nian aggression in the Gulf. 


Mr. Masri and senior officials 
from the Foreign Ministry were at 
the airport to bid farewell to Mr. 
Aziz. 

Consultations 

Mr. Aziz's visit to Jordan was 
the latest in a series of consulta- 
tions involving Jordan after the 
July 31 riots in Mecca. On 
Wednesday, Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud AI Faisal 
paid a short visit to Amman to 
deliver to the King a message 
from King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz. 
The message dealt with the Mec- 
ca violence in which 402 people, 
including 85 Saudi security men 
and 275 Iranian pilgrims,' were 
killed. Prince Saud told Petra that 
his visit and talks he held here 
dealt with the present situation in 
the Gulf region, discussion of the 
agenda for the Arab foreign 
ministers' meeting, the adoption 
of a common Arab stand towards 
the Gulf war. Iranian threats to 
Kuwait and the Iranian riots in 
Mecca. 

Also on Wednesday, the Kin£ 
received a message from Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. 
The message, delivered by Dr. 
Atef Obeid . Egypt's minister for 
Prime Ministry affairs and minis- 
ter of state for administrative 
development, dealt with the 
situation in the Islamic scene af- 
ter the Mecca riots and Mr. 
Mubarak's call for an Islamic 
summit to discuss the Iranian 
violence in the riots in tbe Holy 
City. 


Police action injures 
76 S. African miners 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— South Africa’s largest gold 
producer said police and mine 
security guards fired rubber bul- 
lets at 700 armed black strikers at 
a gold mine west of Johannesburg 
on Friday, injuring 76. 

Anglo American Co. said strik- 
ers were armed with machetes 
and gasoline bombs and threw 
stones when ordered to disperse. 
It said eight were hospitalised, 
four in serious condition. 

Cyril Ramaphosa, general- 
secretary of the National Union 
of Mineworkers (NUM), said 78 
miners at the Western Deep 
Levels gold mine were injured 
and that seven were hospitalised. 

He said Anglo American had 
sealed off the mine to prevent 
union officials from talking to 
members. 

Earlier, a union spokesman 
said it appeared the strikers were 
singing outside their residential 
hostel when police were in called 
at 4 a.m. 

Anglo American is South Afri- 
ca’s largest gold producer and its 
gold and coal mines have been 
the most seriously affected 
among six major mining houses in 
the five-day-old wage and be- 
nefits spike by the 300, 000-mem- 
ber union. 

The NUM, which has mobil- 
ised an independently estimated 
300,000 strikers, accused police 
of barbaric behaviour Thursday 
night in breaking up a sit-in at the 
Ergo plant, east of Johannesburg, 
where gold is reclaimed from 
mine dumps. 

It said some of the 950 strikers 
occupying the plant had been 
beaten up when police moved in, 
to evict them. According to the' 
NUM, 23 men were arrested and 
seven seriously injured. 

Ergo management had accused 
strikers of sabotaging the plant by 
pouring tonnes of sulphuric acid 
into machinery. 


The two sides in the dispute 
traded charges of intimidation. 
“It has become clear to the NUM 
that mine management has de- 
cided to use the police to break 
the strike,” the union's assistant 
general -secretary, Marcel Gold- 
ing, told reporters Friday. 

Anglo American, the con- 
glor irate worst hit by the strike, 
said its own security force helped 
police break up the protest at 
Western Deep Levels, tbe 
world's deepest gold mine. 

It said tension at the mine bad 
been increasing for three days 
and managers had appealed un- 
successfully to strikers to put 
down their weapons before police 
opened fire. 

The daily police bulletin on 
unrest mentioned the strike for 
the first time. It confirmed the 
arrests at Ergo but said only one 
striker was injured. 

The government has so far 
stayed on the sidelines but there 
were signs of increasing concern. 
“Some unions go beyond the 
limits of reasonable behaviour... 
they are getting away with mur- 
der,” Manpower Minister Piet du 
Plessis said Friday. 

Mr. Du Plessis, talking to 
businessmen in the Transvaal 
town of Benoni, said a planned 
new labour court would give em- 
ployers more power to sue unions 
for damages. 

A commentary on state radio, 
which reflects government views, 
said there was no role for tbe state 
in “the showdown between the 
mining companies and the 
NUM, but law enforcement 
agencies would stamp on any 
criminal action. 

The NUM, campaigning for a 
30 per cent wage increase, says 
the strike is still spreading. Pre- 
vious black mine stoppages have 
seldom lasted more than 48 
hours. 


Kabul says 
rebels 
downed 
plane, 
billing 12 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan 
guerrillas shot down a transport 
plane with a U.S.-made Stinger 
missile on Thursday, killing 12 
people, Kabul Radio said. 

The dead were five crew and 
seven passengers including two 
children, it said. 

The radio, monitored in Isla- 
mabad, said the Soviet-made 
AN-26 aircraft crashed after it 
was hit over Manga! Valley. 

It was on a flight from Kabul to 
the eastern town of Khost. 

Th radio said the plane was 
carrying goods from Kabul to 
Khost. 

It blamed the shooting on “ex- 
tremist elements,” a term the 
Soviet-backed Afghan govern- 
ment uses for Western-backed 
guerrillas fighting to overthrow it. 


Chad 

reports 

repulsing 

Libyans 

N'DJAMENA (R) — Libyan 
troops launched a ground attack 
Friday morning on the town of 
Aouzou in a disputed border 
region, but were driven back, the 
Chadian armed forces 
announced. 

It was the first reported 
attempt by the Libyans to retake 
the Aouzou Strip, which was 
recaptured by Chad last weekend 
after 14 years under Libyan con- 
trol. 

The military communique read 
over N’Djamena Radio said Li- 
byan air and ground forces 
attacked Aouzou town at 6 a.m. 
local time (0500 GMT) but were 
repulsed. 

Chad has reported daily waves 
of Libyan air raids on the Aouzou 
region and adjacent parts of 
northern Chad since the troops of 
President Hissene Habre thrust 
into the disputed strip on Satur- 
day. 

Friday's communique said that 
casualty figures would be 
announced later. 

The Chadians had expected 
retaliation for their move into 
Aouzou. which they called was in 
response to Libyan" advances into 
Chadian territory through the 
Ubesri mountains just south of 
the Aouzou Strip. 

Libya has said repeatedly that 
it is determined to recapture the 
border strip, which it says is an 
integral part of Libya under a 
treaty signed by colonial powers 
France and Italy in 1935 but 
never ratified. 

Chad said 650 Libyans were 
killed and 147 captured in last 
Saturday’s battle. 

Both sides have said that they 
are ready to work for a peaceful 
solution, but neither has 
appeared willing to move on their 
claims to the Aouzou Strip, a 
1 10.000 square-kilometre band of 
desert reputed to hold valuable 
minerals. 

French Defence Minister 
Andre Giraud said earlier this 
week that France would not limit 
possible military action to south- 
ern Chad, although it has refused 
to embroil its sizeable forces 
there in Mr. Hab re's drive to fake 
Aouzou. 

N’Djamena said earlier Friday 
that Libyan bombing continued 
over most of the northern Chad 
and the Aouzou Strip overnight. 

The radio quoted a military 
communique as saying Libyan 
aircraft raided the areas of Zouar 
and Bardai, in the north-western 
Tibesti Mountains, as well as the 
former Libyan air base of Ouadi- 
Doum and the government-held 
outpost of Ounianga-Kebir. 
further east. 

The statement did not give 
casualty figures for those bomb- 
ings or describe the damage. 

France to boost 
anti-mine force 

PARIS ( R) — A third mines- 
weeper will be added to a French 
naval squadron due to sail for the 
Gulf region next week, the De- 
fence Ministry announced Friday. 
France said earlier that it wouid 
send two minesweepers to join a 
task force led by the aircraft 
carrier Clemenceau which is 
already in the Indian Ocean. A' 
ministry statement said Friday 
the Vinh-Long would now join 
the Garigliano and Cantho which 
are due to sail from the 
Mediterranean port of Toulon on 
Monday with the supply ship 
Garonne. 




CONGRATULATIONS 


Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd . is pleased to 
congratulate the Indian Government and the great 
friendly Indian nation on the occasion of the 40th 
Anniversary of India's Independence and wish to the 
Indian nation progress and prosperity in all fields. 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO, LTD. 
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U.S. blames Iran for mines, 
says Tehran is buying more 
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WASHINGTON (R) — The United States says Iran 
almost certainly planted the mines being found 
outside the Gulf in order to damage a U.S. convoy, 
although it says it has no proof. 


I 
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U has also accused Tehran of 
apparently shopping for more 
mines to boost its war effort. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Robert Sims said Thursday 
the mines found this week off the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
port of Fujairah were presumably 
aimed at the most recent convoy 
of Kuwaiti tankers and U.S. 
warships forming there for a 
voyage into the Gulf. 

That convoy, the second since 
the United States began escorting 
U.S.-registered Kuwaiti tankers 
last month, steamed into the Gulf 
last Saturday through the Strait of 
Hormuz from the Gulf of Oman. 

"Almost certainly the ones that 
were placed in the Gulf of Oman 
were, like others, placed by Iran. 
We have no specific evidence of 
that, but that's a general assess- 
ment," he said. 

At least five mines were found 
this week off Fujairah. One tore a 
hole in the U.S. -ope rated super- 
tanker Texaco Caribbean which 
was carrying Iranian o3. 

Mr. Sims said Iran’s capability 


probably was growing “as they 
purchase additional mines." 

He declined to discuss who 
might be selling, but other offi- 
cials said at least some of those 
recovered apparently were built 
by North Korea from World War 
I Soviet designs. 

Mr. Sims (ailed on the United 
Nations to consider sanctions to 
discourage sales of mines and 
other weapons to Iran or Iraq, 
whose seven-year-old war 
threatens oil shipments. 

The United States initially 
avoided publicly blaming Iran for 
mines, though officials privately 
suggested Tehran was responsible 
for the one that damaged the oil 
tanker Bridgeton on July 24 dur- 
ing the first U.S. -escorted 
convoy. 

When asked the day after the 
Bridgeton incident whether the 
United States should retaliate 
against Iran, White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
such an action was not being 
considered because blame could 
not be fixed. 


Last weekend Secretary of De- 
fence Caspar Weinberger sug- 
gested publicly for the first time 
that Iran was behind the Gulf 
mines. 

Earlier Mr. Weinberger too 
bad avoided naming Iran. In a 
televised interview on July 26, 
two days after the incident, be 
gave no indication he knew who 

laid the min e. 

“If we find the party that laid 
the mines we are perfectly cap- 
able of taking retaliatory steps," 
he said. 

Mr. Sims said Thursday the 
amphibious assault ship Guadal- 
canal was steaming toward the 
Gulf from the Indian Ocean is- 
land of Diego Garcia. 

Guadalcanal, with eight RH- 
S3D Stallion minehunting heli- 
copters aboard, is incapable of 
carrying more than 1,700 Marines 
and their battle gear. Mr. Sims 
said Marines were not aboard. 

Britain and France announced 
they are sending minesweepers to 
the Gulf. Iran warned it will 
strike at the United States and 
threatened the approaching 
French and British snips. 

Hie United States placed 11 
Kuwaiti tankers under the Amer- 
ican flag to protect them from 
possible attack from Iran, which 


regards Knwait as an ally of Iraq. 

Iran accused the United States 
and its allies of mining the Gulf of 
Oman and asked the UAE for 
permission to send minehunting 
ships and helicopters there. 

Mr. Sims, asked whether the 
Pentagon would welcome Iranian 
minesweeping assistance, said: “I 
think we'd welcome the participa- 
tion of countries not placing 
mines and that might solve every- 
one’s problem." 

The United States continues to 
operate nine ships in the region, 
including the flagship Lasaile. 
Mr. Sims said reports of “some 
monstrous buildup," were not 
true. 

He welcomed the decisions by 
Britain and France, announced 
Tuesday, to send minesweepers 
to the Gulf, but said there was no 
overall plan to coordinate their 
activities. 


Lebanese 
kidnappers 
free Kano 


“It’s a matter of each country 
doing what it sees as in its own 
interest in terms of protecting its 
shipping,” he said. 

The United States would also 
welcome cooperation from other 
European nations known for 
their minesweeping capabilities, 
notably Belgium and Toe Nether- 
lands, Mr. Sims said. 


U.S. calls for comprehensive peace talks in Gulf 
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WASHINGTON fUSIA) — The 
United States and the community 
of nations cannot agree to a 

S artial cessation to the Gulf con- 
ict between Iraq and Iran, 
according to a State Department 
official. 

In a background briefing at the 
Foreign Press Centre Thursday, 
the official said, “There is no way 
that you can compartmentalise or 
take off one side of the war and 
say that that part of the war can 
end but the others should go on. 
That is not an approach that we 
agree with or the community of 
nations agrees with.*' 

“What is necessary is for Ira- 
nian officials to meet with the 
(United Nations) secretary gener- 
al to discuss the implementation 
of the (U.N. Security Council) 
resolution as soon as possible. It 
is important to end the fighting 
on all fronts: air, sea and land.’ 
The United States strongly sup- 
oorts se ttlement of the conflict 
through the United Nations, the 
official emphasised, pointing out 
that the United States and the 
Soviet Union as well as the other 
members of the Security Council 
“worked ... cooperatively and 
very constructively together” in 
developing a U.N. resolution 
which was adopted unanimously. 

“I think it proves to the world 
that the nations of the interna- 
tional community, including the 
two superpowers, can sit down 
together and work out a construc- 
tive solution to that conflict 
through the United Nations," the 
official said. 

Questioned on the U.S. role in 
the Middle East peace process, 
he said the United States “is not 
committed to an international 
peace conference.” However, he 


added, the U.S. is working inten- 
sively with parties in the region to 
bring about conditions for race to 
face negotiations. 

“We are engaged very inten- 
sively with the parties in the 
region to see if an international 
conference can be worked out to 
lead to that result — the result of 
peace. But we don’t know for 
sure if it's going to work out." 
When pressed tor more specifics, 
he said, “We are trying ... to get 
the parties to a point where they 
can sit down together and work 
out differences without interfer- 
ence from the outside — because 
they have to live with it — they 
have to decide what is right for 
them." 

Asked to elaborate on Mr. 
Charles Hill's visit to Israel and 
his talks with Israeli officials, the 
State Department official said 
Mr. Hill discussed a number of 
issues relating to both peace pro- 
cess and bilateral issues between 
the United States and Israel. 

“Secretary Shultz, last Thurs- 
day, dealt with bow the personal- 
ly views the mission of Mr. Hfll, 
so I do not have to go into that. 
You have the secretary’s words 
on that. 

“We have been trying, as you 
all know, for the longest time — 
it has been several years of inten- 
sive engagement by the United 
States with the parties in the 
region — to by to bring about 
direct negotiations between Israel 
and its neighbours,” the official 
said. 

“We feel that the only way you 
can resolve the conflict between 
the Arabs and Israelis is to work 
about face-to-face bilateral nego- 
tiations where the parties can sit 
down, discuss their differences 


and work them out themselves. 

“Secondly, Palestinians also 
have to be involved every step of 
the way. This is something we 
have said continually. Whatever 
we have been trying to work out 
has been to see if any of these 
suggestions can result in these 
direct negotiations that we are 
talking about and peace," the 
official said. “You cannot have 
one without the other. In other 
words, the goal has to remain a 
peace between Israel and its 
neighbours and to resolve the 
problems that have been festering 
in the area for forty years.” 

“This year we have begun to 
look very seriously and very in- 
tensively at whether an interna- 
tional conference could be so 
constructed as to lead immediate- 
ly to these face-to-face negotia- 
tions without interfering with (in- 
audible) without imposing solu-' 
tions. 

“There have been this spring 
— I think I reported to you — 
there had been considerable 
progress towards meeting those 
objectives, meeting some of the 
reservations that we and others 
have had about the international 
co nfere nce concept. 

“As you know, in the begin- 
ning of July, Mr. Mnrpfay met 
with his Soviet counterpart 
Ambassador Vladimir Polyakov 
in Geneva to see where the Soviet 
position is on the subject of peace 
m the Middle East. We got a 
better view of the Soviets’ view- 
point. There are still some issues 
that they have to deal with and 
they shook) really get back to ns 
on them,'’ the official said. 

The U.S. official denied any 
difference of opinion between the 
president and Mr. Shultz on the 


issue of peace in the Middle East 
or an international conference. 

The State Department official 
reiterated the U.S. commitment 
to Mideast peace stressing that 
the U.S. is trying to find ways of 
reaching a peaceful settlement of 
the issues that have been con- 
fronting Arabs and Israelis all of 
these years. 

“We have looked at the old 
solutions and we have looked at 
new ideas. What we are trying to 
see is if an international confer- 
ence, so constracted, could lead 
immediately to face-to-face bi- 
lateral negotiations but not inter- 
fere with them. The purpose is to 
have the bilateral talks, the geog- 
raphic talks; in other words, the 
parties on the ground feeing each 
other discussing those issues. 

“We have no illusions about it 
that they are going to come 
together and suddenly decide 
they agree on' everything. We 
would not anticipate anything 
like that. I think it would be naive 
to do to. Their views on the issue 
of peace in the Middle East 
differ. 


“The point is, what we want to 
do is to be able to get them 
together and that no outside pow- 
er should be able to interfere in 
their direct talks because ' it is 
thev, after all, who have to live 
with the results. 

On U.S.-Syrian dialogue the 
official said the sanctions that 


were announced last year are still 
In effect 


“However we are looking for 
ways to broaden the dialogue and 
normalise the dialogue with 
Syria. There are various things 
under consideration. It is not for 
me to announce anything today. 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — Kid- 
nappe is have freed a prominent 
Middle East official of the Inter- 
national Lions Club, 11 months 
after grabbing him in mainl y 
Muslim west Beirut, police said 
Friday. 

They said Victor Kano, 51, was 
set free at the suburban town of 
Shweifat at 11:30 p.m. (2030 
GMT) Thursday and spent the 
night at his home in west Beirat’s 
Verdun neighbourhood. 

Kano, a wealthy Christian 
businessman who headed the 39 
International Lions Giib in Leba- 
non and Jordan, was kidnapped 
□ear the French embassy com- 
pound on Sept. 10, 1986, by three 
men aimed with silencer-equip- 
ped pistols. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for the abduction. Police 
spokesmen have speculated that 
ransom was the motive, but none 
could confirm on Friday whether 
a ransom has been paid. 

“He’s in good shape. Physically 
he’s ok. We/ re happy to have him 
with us," Kano’s wife, Rose, told 
the Associated Press. 

A smiling Mrs. Kano, flanked 
by her son and daughter, said her 
husband rang the door bell at 
1:30 a.m. Friday (2230 GMT). 

“1 opened the door and be 
simply walked in. We were very 
*■“ — to see him," Mrs. Kano 


She said her husband was 
clean-shaven and wearing the 
same suit he wore on the day he 
was kidnapped. 

The house was full of well- 
wishers, but Mr. Kano was at his 
bedroom. His wife said be wants 
to rest for a few days and does not 
want to see reporters or photo- 
graphers. “We’re trying to keep a 
low-profile," she added. 

A police spokeman, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, had 
earlier quoted Mrs. Kano as 
saying that she was grateful to 
Lebanese and Syrian -authorities 
for helping win her husband’s 
freedom. 

Mr. Kano, a naturalised 
Lebanese bom in Syria, runs a 
prosperous import-export busi- 
ness in both sectors of the 
Lebanese capital. 

The Lions Cubs are among the 
few soctal institutions that main- 
tained their existence despite the 
12-year-old civil war that has 
d aimed nearly 130,000 lives and 
strained Lebanon's social fab- 
rique. 

The Lebanese Lions Qub con- 
tinued to hold Christmas and 
New Year receptions in west 
Beirut restaurants despite the 
growing influence of pro-Iranian 
Shi’ite Muslim fundamentalists 
to the Western mode of 


Police officials have previously 
Mr. Kanos 


said they believed 
kidnapping was not related to a 
wave of renewed abductions of 
Americans in west Beirut 
A day before Mr. Kano was 
kidnapped, gunmen abducted 
American educator Frank Her- 
bert Reed, 53, of Malden, Mas- 
sachusetts. The pro-Libyan Arab 
Revolutionary Celfs-Omar 
Moukhtar Forces claimed respon- 
sibility for the abduction. 


Democrats call Iran policy a mistake 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The opposition Democratic Party 
responded to President Reagan’s 
speedi on the Iran-contra affair 
by calling his Iran policy a basic 
mistake beyond mere imple- 
mentational errors. 

Democratic Senator George 
Mitcheei, a member of the iran- 
contra investigating committee, 
delivered his political party’s rep- 
ly on national television after the 
president finished his own broad- 
cast address. Sen. Mitchell con- 
demned the U.S. sale of arms to 
the Khomeini regime in Iran. 

“That was a mistake," Sea. 
Mitchell declared, “that left 
American polity against tenor- 
ism in mins. " 

“Let there be no misunder- 
standing," he said. ’The mistakes 
were not only in the execution of 
polities. The major mistakes 
were in the polities themselves.’' 

He added, however,, that once 
those mistakes were “recognised 
and corrected, they should be put 
behind us. For there’s much to be 
done together." 

Other leading members of 


Congress, away from the capital 
for summer recess, reacted nauaiy* 

’There's no question titid thi 
independent counsel will pro- 
ceed, probably with several in- 
dictments” in the Iran-contra 
affairs, sajd Republican Repre- 
sentative Henry Hyde, a member 
of the investigating committee. 
“So I don't think this issue is 
going to go away. 

“However, I don’t think it 
should inhibit Congress, nor the 
White House, in getting on with 
the agenda that the president 
outlined tonight...," be said. 

House Democratic leader Tho- 
mas Foley, also a member of the 
special investigating committee, 
said be “would have hoped that 
the president would have been a 
tittle more specific in supporting 
the decision of the five Central 
American presidents to come to 
an agreement and to move fop 
ward on a programme of peace in 
Central America." 

Mr. Foley's assistant Democra- 
tic leader. Representative Tony 
Coelbo, said that “if the presi- 
dent really means that we want to 


move into bipartisan 
cy and other matters teat are 
pending before the Congress, it's 
something that we, as Democra- 
tic leaders have been asking for, 
for several years with tins presi- 
dent. The only indication that that 
may be tiye, is in the Centra! 
American initiative. 

House Iran-contra commfttec 
Chairman Lee Hamilton said 
“the president went a long way in 
acknowledging his responsibility 
for the events that occurred." 

But, Mr. Hamilton added, "he 
leaves, in my mind at least, a 
large number of unanswered 
questions that, as one of the 
committee members, I would tike 
to have seen him address. 

“The president was right in 
wanting to shift the focus now to 
the events that we have to tackle 
in the remaining months of his 
administration. I don't think it's 
possible to put these events oc the 
Iran-contra affair behind him or 
behind the nation. These ques- 
tions are going to re-occur, but 
dearly our major energy ami 
focus should be on the future.” 


Close vote 
expected in 
Israel cabinet 
over Lavi 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli offi- 
cials Friday forecast a dose vote 
on Sunday when the government 
decides whether it can afford to 
continue a costly seven-year-old 
project to build the Lavi fighter. 

State radio said the cabinet, 
under pressure from the army, 
the Defence and Finance minis- 
tries and the United States to 
scrap the warplane project, was 
divided 10-11 with three cabinet 
ministers undecided. 

The debate will be the seventh 
since Washington urged Israel to 
drop the project in January. 
Israel has spent $1.5 billion, most 
of it in U.S. aid, on the LavL 

An opinion poll in die news- 
paper Maariv Friday showed 63 
per cent of the puolic favoured 
continuing the project in some 
form. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, leader of the Labour Par- 
ty, told reporters the project must 
continue if the money could be 
found. 


Israeli generate say the country 
should buy less costly U.S.-matte 
F-16 fighters. 


Gemayel proposes more 
political power for Shi’ites 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel has promised greater 
political power to the' country’s 
Shfite community in a move to 
strengthen the central govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Gemayel voiced his deter- 
mination that . Lebanon, “as a 
nation state with a central gov- 
ernment... shall endure" in an 
interview with the Washington- 
based monthly ’’Lebanese 
Affairs." 

He said it was essential to 
disarm the various militias which 
“have become- accustomed to 
acting above the laws." 

“In order to reduce their influ- 
ence, a political accommodation 
needs to be reached and the 
institutions of the central govern- 
ment strengthened,” Mr. 
Gemayel said. 

He said he was proposing the 
abolition of political confessional- 
ism, which has dictated the 
allocation of leadership posts in 
Lebanon, “and I am proposing a 
rigorous mechanism to attain this 
objective in the near future." 

In the meantime, Mr. Gemayel 
said, “the ShFite community de- 
serves greater power than it has 
had, and this is accounted for in 


my reform proposals." 

He said: The number of Shfite 
deputies will be increased the 
powers of the Shi’ite speaker of 
parliament will be enhanced, and 
new positions In the power struc- 
ture will be allocated to the 
Shi’ite community." 


Mr. Gemayel also denied re- 
ports be planned to resign, and 
added the speaker now had with- 
drawn Ids own resignation. 

Mr. Gemayefs interview was 
reprinted in the Congressional 
Record, the official account of 
congressional activities, on mo- 
tion of Democratic Senator John 
Kerry of Massachusetts. 

In a speech submitting the in- 
terview for publication in the 
record, Mr. Kerry said Mr. 
Gemayel, “realising that Leba- 
non’s republican system of gov- 
ernment no longer adequately 
reflects the actual population dis- 
tribution, has presented a plan to 
give a greater voice to underrep- 
resented groups. 

“He emphasises a willingness 
to discuss any aspect of his prop- 
osal, and views it as a catalyst for 
future discussions. I urge other 
Lebanese leaders to join in these 
discussions." 


U.S. reportedly got videotape of Abu Nidal 


By James M. Dorsey 


WASHINGTON — Syria has 
provided U.S. intelligence with a 
videotape of Abu Nidal, the 
world's most shadowy and 
wanted terrorist, and several hun- 
dred of his followers, according 
to U.S. and Western intelligence 
sources. 


Abu Nidal, a code name for 
Palestinian-born Sabri al Banna, 
and up to 500 of his followers 
were filmed earlier this year as 
they left Damascus following a 
Syrian expulsion order, the 
sources said. 

The tape allows U.S. intelli- 
gence to identify not only Abu 


Nidal, who is reported to change 
his appearance with regularity, 
but other members of his Fateh 
Revolutionary Council — a secre- 
tive, cell-like organisation found- 
ed in 1974 after Abu Nidal was 
ousted from the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. A PLO tribun- 
al sentenced Abu Nidal to death 
for attempting to assassinate PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, whom 
he accused of betraying the 
Palestinian cause. 

Some reports say. that aides to 
Abu Nidal have deliberately 
circulated false pictures so that he 
would not be recognised. 

In a rare interview with a West 
German magazine in 1985, Abu 
Nidal said his physical appear- 


ance was a closely held secret that 
not even his daughter would be 
able to recognise him. He 
boasted about slipping unrecog- 
nised across the borders of coun- 
tries where he is on the most 
wanted list. He attempted to 


exhibiting a scar on his 'chest. 
Syria expelled Abu Nidal in an 
apparent effort to demonstrate its 
opposition to terrorism and im- 
prove its strained relations with 
the United States. The United 
States withdrew its ambassador 
from Damascus last year after 
Syria allegedly sponsored a failed 
attempt to bomb an Israeli airlin- 
er at London's Heathrow Airport 
— The Washington Times. 
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This information k sttppbed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) afomadon depart- 
ment at the Qoeco Aha Intcmattonal 
Airport TeL (08) 53200-5. where h 
should always be verified. 
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. Abu Dhabi. Dubai | 
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Baghdad! 

jRJj 

2140 

:I3dah 

Rjr 

21:15 
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EMERGENCIES 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


PMafcWa Rotary Oak Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Lu. 
1 JO pjn. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Rotary CMb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the In te rcontinental Hotel. 2.00 


p.m. 


MUSEUMS 


Royal Ant— Me CM. Jabai Ann 
man. Eighth Grcle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


'‘Children’s Heritage sod Science 
Muitna" Fun and knowledge for aO 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 95M 
a.m. - IKK) pjn. and 3:30 p.m - fcOO 
pm. Closed on Friday. 


St- J a aep h Chart (Roman Catholic) 

Jabai Amman, Tel. 624590. 


Fekfore Hbhk Jewelty and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerasb (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 


Cburcfa of the A— dili— (Roman 
Catholic) Jabai Luweibdch, Tel. 
637440. 


0fe45 
10:15 
10-J0 
1030 
10*0 
J0-.45 
1030 
1035 
1 1.-00 
1730 
1835 
1&40 
I8s45 
1935 
19:15 
19:15 
2*40 
0035 
02.-00 
(QMS 


Singapore. Kuala Lnmpur 

Cairo 

Damascus 

Karachi. Dubai 

Sana'a. Jeddah 

Abu Dhabi 

Dhahran 

Sharjah. Bahrain 


New York. Vienna 

Athens 

Moscow 

Copenhagen. Frankfort 

Istanbul 

Ktfwaftjfrd^ 


Jeddah (add.) 

Madrid (add.) 


8335 Istanbul. Belgrade (JU) 

6*28 Frankfort (LH) 

0730 — _ Cairo. London (BA) 

1338 Baghdad (KU) 

hfc65 ...» Cairo (MS; 

14s45 Doha. Sharjah (GFj 

1535 Kuwait (KUJ 

I6M5 Kuwait (LN) 

!7s48 — Riyadh (SV; 

2*2# Kuwait (KU) 

Kuwait (add.) (KU) 


PRAYER TIMES 


Amman gpvcruxate 891228 

Amman Gvil Defence 198 , 199 

Civil Defence Wad _.. 271293. 27313 1 

Gvil Defence Ouwcameh 770733 

CSvfl Defence DdrABa 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Annuan down to wn Brc brigade.... log 

Fim aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gv 8 Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PoGcc rescue 192.621111,637777 

Mice headquarters 63914 1 

Traffic police 89639W1 

Electric Power Co- 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water comptsmts 771125/8 
Queen Aha loti. Airport (08)53330160 

HOSPITALS 


Price complaints - 661176 

12 


Jordan and Middle East cab K) 

OwiseascaHs 17 

Repair service.... II 


NIGHT DUTY 


6435 Fajr 

06:00 (Sunrise) Duba 

J 2.-46 - Dhuhr 

16:19 : -Asr 

1931 .-- Maghreb 

2Mt ‘hha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal Z) 


De la Safe Chard) (Roman Catholic) 
Jabai Hussein. Td. 661757. 


Jordan Arefeaeotogfcal Maun: Has 

an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabai Al QaTa 
(Citadel Hid). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.'5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


Torasauta Church (Romas Catholic). 
Jabai Luwdbdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 530 
p.m. Tel: 62Z366 


0230 Belgrade. Istanbul (JU) 

0830 Jeddah (SV) 


Church of the Aurodatiou (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 


Jordan National Grinj: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ccramn, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Misfim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabai Luweibdch. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - I JO p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p-m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 


AagScao Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabai Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian { v wfcni i f Church Ashrafieh, 
Td. 771331. 


1240 
L3i2fi 
1*20 
14J5 
15:45 
16:10 
18 JO 
19:15 
19--25 
26:19 
0*25 


Baghdad (1A) 

.Cairo (MS) 

Shariah. Bahrain (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

.. — .... Tripoli (LNJ 
Riyadh (SV) 
Paris, Damascus (AF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Beirut (MEj 

Rome(AZ) 

... Frankfurt (LH) 


Thursday rates 

Local scB/buy rates in Os 

Belgian franc 87.9/ 88 

Dutch guilder 162.1/ 164 

French franc 54.7/ 55.4 

Italian lira 25.2 1 255 

Japanese yen (for 100) 228.6/ 23U 

Swedish crown 52.5/ 53.1 

Swiss banc -.219.7/ 222J 

U.K. sterling pound 543.7/ 550.3 

US. dollar 346 51 349.6 

W. German mark I82.fi/ 184.9 

WEATHER 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akiich Maternity. J. Aon.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Madcnity 642362 

Mafias. J. Anunan 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmesani Hospital 669131 

University Hoqtiul 845845/65 

ALMuamcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahh. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashif.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Marta ----- 89161 1/15 

Queen Aha HospBal 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Jordto Tetevisioa 773IH/I9 

Radio Jonfaa 774111/19 

Ministry of Tonrsm -..642311 

Hotel complaints . — 666417 


BuDcrin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Hdn Al Mnsa 643478 

Dr. Othman A! Haj AS ... 741259 

Dr. Bufajat Bader 895362 

Dr. Ahmad Al Daqcn 776719 

Abu Ghazalah pharmacy 625290 

Al Safes pharmacy (—) 

TAXIS: 

Nabdatwi 663030 

Karaaktan 668761 

Gjferiaa 650406 

QUKmfen 671620 

OafcHrtlaai 637349 

BUHD: 

Bader 243338 

SZZESP. ■= 9 

ZARtyL- 

— ■ *« 
AlTawfiq pharmacy (Z) 


Armenian Urthodn limch Ashra- 
fieh. Ttl. 713261. 


St- Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, Td. 771751. 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
oictaorabifia dating, from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Ciy, Amman. 
Opening boon 9.00 a.m.^.OO p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Td. 664240. 


Amman International Ch ur c h (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani. Td. 
677534. 


Erangefical Lutheran Church Jabai 
Amman, 6th Code, (Rev. N. Srair), 
Td. 811295. 


0440 Dhahran (RJ) 

08:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

OfcOO MOSCOW (RJ) 

11:45 Tripoli (RJ) 

12.-00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

12. -06 Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

1139 Athens (RJ) 

12£5 Geneva. Paris (RJ) 

13. -M London (RJ) 

13:15 Frankfurt, Brussels (RJ) 

13:45 Istanbul (RJ) 


It will be normal summery, with 
westerly light to moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, winds wffl be northerly moder- 
ate and calm sea. 


market prices 


Cfcpezrfower price is fik 


1 /: 


Mhu/max. team. 

Amman 19/33 

Aqsbt 25/40 

Deserts 21-/39 

Jordan Valley .... 25/38 


Banana (Muka mm arj -270/220 

B cans - 270 / 200 

Cabbage — ..... 100/60 

Carrot 230 / 180 

Cbufi fl ower 170/120 

Cucumbers ...... ISO / 140 


Mallow 

....... 




50AM 

220/160 


HO/ttfr 


240/200 

521 — 378/320 

****“ -. 800/300 


Yesterday's high te mpe ratures: Am- 
man 21 , Aoaba 40. Huantfey remfow: 



70/ 40 
70/ 40 


Grapes 


- — 800 / 700 

360/300 


1) ... 160/ M0 

Hi «)— — -—!»«» 

—.2207 MB 

80/40 

Tomatoes 70/ 40 
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'4^ifre ifiinister to open seminar 

atil'i.iM a r_ » ... 


is 




AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day 
seminar tfn She. nrfe of higher 
administration will open tomor- 
'iW^'at the Royal Cultural Centre 
in'A'minan under the patronage 
of lPrime Minister Zaid Rifoi. 

Participants will include under 
Secretaries of various ministries, 
ifirecTors of government depart- 


public administration in the 
Kingdom. 

Tfie seminar will discuss all 
aspects of higher administration, 
the introduction of modernisation 
and reform and future prospects 
as well as relations between the 
role of public administration and 
the implementation of the current 

TOlPi llo»r t 


■fr TT . — % Miu mipi^mcnuuion Ol ine Current 

■ -■ t^hts and publK institutions and five year national developmen 
ifficiab in charge of developing ■ plan. ^ 


U.S. congressman ends visit 


h 




A 


V* 


.iAMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Con- 
Ijessman David McCann Sweeny 
wqwod up a one-day visit to Jor- 
dan Friday. Congressman 
. ,Si¥eeoy from Texas met with the 
-Chief ot the Armed Forces 
.General Staff Lt.-Gen. Fathi Abu 
Taleb to. discuss a number of 
questions of interest to the armed 
faces in Jordan and the United 


States. 

The congressman and an 
accompanying delegation were 
also briefed on. the development 
of the Jordanian armed forces 
and their duties. 

Several senior army officers 
and the commander of the Royal 
Jordanian air force were present 
at the meeting. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan’s electric power output increases V 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Kingdom’s total production of electric 
power, including exported power, reached 2,955 GW/H in 1986. 
-up from 2.495 GW/H in 1985. an increase of 18.4 per cent in 1986 
compared . to 10.2 per cent in 1985. according to Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) sources. The sources added that JEA generated 
S8.4 per cent of the total electric power produced in 1986 with an 
increase =of 24.3 per cent over that of 1985. The JEA sources 
attributed this increase to the dependence of industrial corpora- 
tions on electricity generated by the national electric grid. 

Phosphate production increases 

'•‘AMMAN (Petra) — Total production from the A1 Hassa and A1 
Abbyad Phosphare Mines for June reached 599.822 tonnes and 
fhe amount reflects an increase of 5.6 per cent ahead of the 
monthly production plan charted bv ihe Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC). 

Information minister opens book exhibition 

'AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister Mohammad Al Khatib 
on Thursday inaugurated a book exhibition displaying a wide- 
range of textbooks which are used at the Arab University of 
Beirut. The three-day exhibition, held at the university's Alumni 
club in Amman commemorates the beginning of the university's 
^annual examinations which are being held at the University of 
Jordan. 


Iraqi planes blast Iran battery 

day to Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, the Iranians 
turned down two key elements of 
the Security Council demand: a 


•a (Continued from page It 
■an arms embargo against Iran 
sometime next month. 

• The . officials said that was 
-made almost certain bv Iran's 
reply to the Security Council re- 
solution of July 20 demanding 
-that both sides in the Iran-lraq 
war accept a ceasefire or face 
.U.N. sanctions. 

Officials who had read the Ira- 
nian answer just received at U.N. 


head quarters said i t “he aped, 

scorn" oa the Security CoqpciL ceasefire. Under 


general ceasefire with Iraq and 
withdrawal to pre-war borders. 

The Iranians said they would 
agree to end attacks on shipping 
in the Gulf if Iraq would, but that 
it would not halt the land war or 
pull troops back from Iraqi terri- 
tory it now holds. 

Iran's seven-page response in- 
cluded not a single refe re nce to-a 
esolution 15987 


•with hofjgJUir in'^^^f opnjftgtotl* 

"It was tantamount to a rejec- the ceasefire, council members 
lion." one official said. are to act on some form of sane- 

In a letter delivered late Tues- tions. 

Next escort convoy gets ready 


(Continued from page 1) 
possibility or who would be held 
responsible. 

'Coast guards of the UAE and 
Oman, supported by a Saudi Ara- 
bian minesweeper on Friday con- 
tinued ro scout for mines in the 
waters outside the Hormuz, sole 
inlet to the Gulf waterway. 

The U.S. navy was reportedly 
checking further out in the Ara- 
bian Sea. The Iranians, accused 
by the United States of responsi- 
bility for this week's sudden inci- 
dence of .mines in the area, were 
poised for mine-sweeping “man- 


oeuvres" in unspecified parts of 
the international waters. 

The U.S. defence department 
said Thursday Iran almost cer- 
tainly planted the mines* 

Regional military sources said 
the mines, a 1908 Russian model 
upgraded in 1938. sold to North 
Korea several decades ago then 
resold to Iran, were newly laid 
because no marine life had 
gathered on their surface. 

“You can tell (they were just 
laid) because they are all shiny," 
one said.' 


Labour ministry issues warning 

Firms found violating rules to face penalties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Labour Minister Khaled Al Haj 
Hassan warned Thursday that employers of foreign 
workers found violating labour regulations more 
than once will fyfe prohibited from employing non- 
Jordanians in their businesses under any circumst- 


ances. 

The minister issued the warn- 
ing at a meeting with heads of 
employment offices around the 
Kingdom, during which he said 
that search campaigns will con- 
tinue to ensure that all employers 
abide by ministry regulations con- 
cerning the employment of fore- 
ign workers in Jordan. 

The minister said employment 
offices are empowered to cany 
out decisions concerning the evic- 
tion of foreign workers from Jor- 
dan if they are found violating the 
country's labour law. Employers 
can be fined and referred to court 
if they employ non-Jordanians 
without work permits, the minis- 
ter said. 

Late last month, the Ministry 
of Labour decided to expand the 


list of jobs which non-Jordanians 
cannot hold in this country. Non- 
Jordanians will no longer be 
allowed to work as salesmen and 
saleswomen in stores, petrol sta- 
tions. or as car wash attendants. 
The ministry’s list also includes 
other categories taboo for non- 
Jordanians like teaching, secreta- 
rial work, accountancy and cleric- 
al jobs. 

According to the ministry's 
Director of Employment Offices 
Mansour Al Utum, 100.000 non- 
Jordanians worked in the King- 
dom as of March 1987, of whom 
21.000 were non-Arabs. 

Mr. Haj Hassan told the third 
Jordanian Expatriates Confer- 
ence last month that nearly eight 


per cent of the Jordanian work 
force has registered as unem- 
ployed and the number was ex- 
pected to reach 9.1 per cent by 
1990. 

This means that nearly 40,000 
Jordanians, mostly university and 
community college graduates, are 
jobless. 

At the meeting with the minis- 
ter. it was also announced that 
the Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) will immediately 
embark on holding training 
courses for unemployed Jorda- 
nians, especially those who 
graduated from secondary 
schools and community colleges 
prior to finding jobs in the con- 
struction business. 

It was also agreed that the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
and the Jordanian Contractors 
Association will coordinate mat- 
ters with employers and com- 
panies to employ Jordanian 
youths on a gradual basis to serve 
as substitute for non-Jordanian 
workers. 



Labour Minister Khaled Al Hqj Hassan (centre) meets with Ministry of Labour officials (Petra 
photo) 


Election to fill vacant Badia seat 


MAFRAQ (J.T.) — The by-elec- 
tion in the northern Badia region 
today will choose a new member 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment to fill the seat which fell 
vacant with the death last month 
of Sheikh Saoud Al Qadi. 

On the eve of the elections. 
Interior Minister Rajai Dajani 
and Public Security Director 
Abdul Hadi Al Majali paid a visit 
to the Badia region in the Mafraq 
Govemorate to inspect prepara- 
tions for Saturday’s election. . . 

During the visit, tiyy met wjth. 

r— ' 


Governor Fayez Abbadi and a 
number of senior local officials 
who briefed them on the arrange- 
ments made for the election. 

Mr. Abbadi said that 27 centres . 
have been opened for voters to 
cast ballots and that 14 commit- 
tees have been set up to count the 
votes. 

The minister voiced his satis- 
faction with the arrangements 
which he said would contribute to 
the success of the voting process. 

• Mr. Abbadi said. that 15,813 
.^voters are eligible to cast ballots; 


and that voting will begin at 7 
a.m. and last for 12 hours. 

Five candidates are now run- 
ning for the election after three 
notables withdrew from the race 
for unknown reasons. 

Sheikh Saoud Al Qadi, who 
was 76 when be died, had served 
as member of Jordan's Parlia- 
ment since 1954. 

The candidates running for to- 
day’s election are Nawwaf Saoud 
Al Qadi, Mahdi Sumeiran, 
Mohammad Al Muarar, Hassan 
Al Qawameh, and SrianAI Madi. 


King expresses appreciation for 
public’s wedding enthusiasm 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has expressed his 
deep appreciation to the Jorda- 
nian people for their exuberant 
enthusiasm over the wedding of 
his second son Prince Faisal to 
Princess Alia Monday. 

In a message to the nation. His 
Majesty said he was over- 
whelmed by the people's man- 
ifestation of warm feelings and 
elation which he said, added to 
his own joy and that of the Royal 
Family's. “I thank you all tor 
sharing with me my happiness at 
the wedding of my son Prince 
Faisal who is your brother and 
member of the Jordanian fami- 
ly," King Hussein said. 

The cheering of crowds, the 
cables of congratulations sent to 
the Royal Court and the happi- 
ness displayed by the public on 
this occasion reflected genuine 
feelings of affection coming from 
members of a united Jordanian 
family. His Majesty said. 

The King expressed special 
gratitude and appreciation for the 
people of the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories who. he said, shared with 
their brothers in the East Bank 
their exultation over the delight- 
ful occasion. “The joys and the 
aspirations of the members of the 



Jordanian family are one for 
which I have devoted my whole 
life and dedicated all my efforts,” 
the King said in his message read 
over radio and television' 


He said that Prince Faisal, like 
the rest of the members of the 
Royal Family, will remain dedi 
eated for serving the Jordanian 
people and the Arab nation. 


Zarqa ends 
projects worth 
JD 17 million 

ZARQA (Petra) — The Zarqa 
Govemorate has completed a 
number of develomental and ser- 
vice-oriented projects at the cost 
of JD J. 170.000. 

These projects, according to 
the Director of the Zarqa Muni- 
cipal Committee Badri Baha'ed- 
dine, included purchasing mecha- 
nical equipment, erecting 
bridges, inaugurating public gar- 
dens, and asphalting a number of 
roads. 

Mr. Baha’eddine also called on 
citizens to settle their financial 
obligations toward the municipal- 
ity to allow for the completion of 
afl projects included in the gov- 
emorate 's development plan for 
1987-88, 

' The govemorate’s projects for 
the current year — totalling 
almost JD 2.5 million — include 
opening streets, establishing a 
sports complex, a cultural centre, 
public gardens, a car park lot 
and a laboratory for food testing. 

I no 'a i 


Jordanian cement shipment 
leaves Aqaba for Sudan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first ship- 
ment of Jordanian cement for 
Sudan left Aqaba port on Thurs- 
day aboard a cargo vessel. 

A spokesman for the port au- 
thorities said the 2,800-tonne 
shipment is part of a Jordanian- 
Sudanese trade agreement signed 
in March. 

Linder the terms of the agree- 
ment, the two countries wifi ex- 


change goods worth S20 million. 

Jordan pledged to purchase 
Sudanese sesame, raw leather, 
white com. mango juice concen- 
trate. cotton and spices. Sudan 
pledged to buy construction 
materials, including cement, as* 
well as clothes, pharmaceutical 
products, electrical appliances 
and household equipment." 


JEA to offer training 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) has 
announced that it will open its 
doors for school graduates to 
obtain training at its vocational 
training centres. The two-year 
training period will be for those 
who passed tawjihi examinations 
in the scientific and industrial 
fields and will take place at the 
King Hussein Thermal Power sta- 
tion in Zarqa. 

The trainees will study the gen- 
eration and distribution of elec- 
tric power and will receive pocket 
money during their training 


period, according to a JEA 
spokesman. 

The spokesman said the train- 
ing is required to recruit skilled 
people for the JEA's present and 
future projects. 

The First group to receive train- 
ing will number 20U and will later 
be given jobs at the JEA. as well 
as the Amman and Irbid Districts 
Electricity Companies. 

The JEA has established the 
centre in cooperation with the 
Japanese government which will 
offer equipment and training 
facilities 


Saudi envoy says Iran is lying 


(Continued from page 1) 
Friday, bringing the number of 
repatriated bodies to about 230, 
the radio said. 

The Kuwait News Agency re- 
ported Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah said the Aug. 1 attack on the 
Kuwaiti embassy in Tehran and 
acts of sabotage there occurred 
under the "'blessing and abetment” 
of Iranian authorities. 

Sheikh Sabah’s protest was 
contained in a letter delivered on 
Wednesday to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Iranian mobs shouting “re- 
venge" ransacked the Kuwaiti 
embassy on Aug. 1 during pro- 
tests over the Mecca deaths. 

In his letter. Sheikh Sabah said 


two Kuwaiti diplomats were 
arrested, the Kuwaiti flag was 
burned and replaced by an Ira- 
nian flag and the ambassador's 
car was looted. 

Kuwait still has not regained 
control of the embassy, which is 
in the bands of people who say 
they are members of Hizbollah — 
the name of an Iranian-backed 
Lebanese faction. 

The Kuwaiti letter said that 
Iranian authorities had not re- 
sponded to demands for an ex- 
planation of the incidents. 

“Kuwait registers its strong re- 
jection of those practices, con- 
demns them... ana reiterates the 
rotes ts it previously expressed to 
ran," the letter said. 
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OBITUARY 

It is with deep regret that the British Institute at 
Amman for Archaeology and History, the Department 
of Antiquities of Jordan and the Friends of Archaeolo- 
gy announce the death of 

Mrs. Crystal M. Bennett O.B.E., D- Litt, FJSJL. 

She was director of the British School of Archaeology 
m Jerusalem from 1970-1978 and founding director of 
the British Institute at Amman for Archaeology and 

■ m. jAin 4 non _ -j 1 7 eviHclantasllu r /1 


History from 1978-1983 and contributed substantially to 
our knowledge of the antiquities and history of Jordan. 
She died peacefully at her home in England on August 
12th. Any letters of condolence may be sent to her son 
Simon Bennett at Tolbury House, Bruton, Somerset, 
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LACOSTE 


SPECIAL OFFER 

UNTIL AUGUST 20, 1 987 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
OPENING OF OUR NEW BRANCH 

Low prices on al! types of LACOSTE clothings, 
Calvin Clein blouses and Jeans trousers, 
adidas, BOSS, NIKE training suits. Many 
models from Jeans: shorts, shirts, skirts, jackets, 
ladies dresses, trousers, of all sizes. 

.We are closed on Fridays, and from 1:30 
pjn. untii 3:00 p.m. daily. 


SUBEIH FOR GARMENTS 

NEW BRANCH: 8th Circle - Baiader Wadi 
El-Seer - Main Street, opposite the 
Mosque. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 

Al Ra’i: U.S.-Israeli game 

UNITED States envoy Charles Hill has ended his visit to occupied 
Palestine winding up his talks with Israeli leaders with statements 
indicating that the U.S.-Israeli position vis-a-vis the idea of an 
international conference remains the same. One wonders why should 
the U.S. administration declare at the outset of Hill’s visit that it was 
an attempt to persuade the Israelis to accept the idea of the 
conference while in reality Washington itself rejects this very idea. 
The U.S. has not even exerted any pressure on Israel to make it 
accept the idea of the conference, and has not even tried to do that. 
Had Washington declared that it supports and respects the will of the 
international community, and that it would help in implementing 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, we would have believed that it 
was really trying to achieve a just peace. It is clear that the United 
States does not want to show its support for the international 
conference idea before securing the approval of the Israeli govern- 
ment. U.S. tactics and Israel’s nagative position clearly form the 
major obstacle in the path of the proposed conference. Washington 
could easily remove the obstacle by declaring its respect of the 
international community's will which calls for an Israeli withdrawal 
from Arab land and recognition of the rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

A1 Dustour: Israel showing its colours 

A NUMBER of foreign nationals were injured when Israeli police 
opened fire on demonstrators protesting Israel's arbitrary measures 
in the occupied Arab territory. The injured foreigners were among 
those protesting these measures and were treated exactly the same as 
the Arab protesters and attacked with brutality during their peaceful 
demonstration. Hie indiscriminate Israeli attack came as a surprise to 
the foreigners, but not to the Arab inhabitants who have had long 
experience of Israel’s atrocities. The attack was another proof for the 
whole world of Israel’s inhuman nature and its tendency to resort io 
terrorism and violence against defenceless people. The United States 
was earlier reported to have warned Israel to stop its racial 
discriminatory practices against Arab- Americans arriving in the 
occupied Palestinian land, and now we wonder what would be the 
American and European reaction to yesterday's attack. We also 
wonder whether Israel would have committed such actions and 
resorted to brutal treatment of Arabs and non-Arabs had it not been 
assured that any reaction would not exceed the issuing of denuncia- 
tions. Israel is quite sure that whatever happened it will continue to 
receive unlimited support and help and backing for its inhuman and 
barbaric policies. The innocent foreign nationals who fell victim to 
Israel’s inhuman and barbaric and arrogant character will not be 
stifled but they will strengthen their solidarity with the Arabs, and 
increase their support for their just cause. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Moves towards joint action 

JORDANIAN- Iraqi consultations have a special and very close 
nature, being basea on a total and unlimited national commitment, 
serving as an ideal example of a true relationship between two sister 
states. Talks held in Amman yesterday between King Hussein and 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz clearly reflect the distinguished 
Jordanian role on the pan-Arab scene and its serious endeavours to 
arrive at joint Arab action in the face of common threats and 
challenges. The Arab Nation has been suffering from divisions, and 
disarray in its ranks and it now finds itself at a crossroads and 
confronting common enemies trying to exploit its weakness to serve 
their own selfish interests. Therefore, Arab meetings and consulta- 
tions like these that were held in Amman over the past week are 
useful because they help to formulate a pan- Arab strategy and unify J 
Arab countries’ stand at the coming Arab foreign ministers meeting 
in Tunis. We seek to bring about a consensus within the Arab 
community, and a unity of ranks that can help us confront any 
eventualities on the regional and international levels, and also deal 
with constant Iranian and Israeli threats to our nation. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra'i: No cause for optimism 

ISRAEL has just announced that U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz will pay a visit to the Middle East region in the coming weeks. 
The announcement was made in the wake of talks held with Israeli 
leaders by Shultz's envoy Charles Hill. Upon concluding his talks, 
which achieved nothing. Hill claimed that they were serious. It means 
that the next step in which Shultz will be involved is bound to display 
a high-level American activity on the diplomatic scene. But apparent- 
ly. Uie United States is aiming to achieve its own objectives by 
sending Shultz to this area. Washington aims at arriving at 
American-Israeli coordination with regard to the idea of an interna- 
tional peace conference with a view to saving both sides an 
embarrassment before America's European allies and the rest of the 
world. It should be noted that the U.S.-IsreaJi strategy could not 
mean opening the way for the proposed conference but rather to 
show the world that the Unired States has been concerned about the 
subject of peace and that Israel, by accepting the idea of the 
conference, has offered a compromise. This compromise and 
concession should then require concessions on the part of the Arab 
side, something which will be detrimental to the Arab cause. For this 
reason Shultz’s coming visit to this region should be viewed carefully 
as it will not present a cause for Arab optimism. 

Al Dustour: Amman is a pan-Arab link 

THE current flurry of diplomatic activity in Amman in preparation 
for the coming Arab foreign ministers' meeting in Tuna reflects a 
consensus among Arab countries on the need to coordinate Arab 
views and reach successful results. Amman, which is being visited by 
Arab envoys for consultations and coordination, h as been striving to 
arrive at pan-Arab consensus and has been serving as a link between 
various Arab parties following the serious events in the Arab region. 
The Arab leaders are now committing themselves to achieving 
successful results from the coming meeting in view of the serious 
dimension of the events in their area. No-one can delay any longer 
pan-Arab action in the face of the challenges and the common 
threats. It was therefore natural for Amman to be a meeting point for 
different Arab envoys seeking coordination of Arab views and 
stands, and striving to arrive at joint steps to be taken in the face of 
the current situation. The convergence of Arab envoys on Amman 
reflects the Arab countries' appreciation of Jordan’s pan-Arab 
policies which aim at unifying Arab ranks and seek to re-establish 
solidarity among Arab countries. Perhaps unity of ranks and joint 
action represent the most powerful weapons which the Arabs had 
abandoned in the past resulting in the Arab Nation’s weakness and 
disarray. 


VIEW FROM AMMAN 


By Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber 


Higher education — why a life-long punishment? 

ikw * - zl ... . . ...Mtinn ocrwiallv since its vaiiditv h 


IT IS out of respect and concern for our educational institutions, 
that myself, one of their products, venture an opinion concerning 
the latest decision of the Council of Higher Education. The ruling 
of the council states that higher degrees obtained from universities 
outside Jordan can be recognised by the Equivalence Department 
of the Ministry of Higher Education only if the recipient of these 
degrees have previously obtained tawjihi grades meeting the 
council’s requirements. These requirements are that a minimum 
tawjihi grade of 85 per cent is necessary to study medicine; SO per 
cent for engineering; and 65 per cent to study other subjects in 
Jordan and elsewhere. 

Rightly, the derision has caused some debate, especially since 
over one-third of the population of Jordan is currently enrolled in 
schools of one level or another. The derision affects almost every 
family in Jordan and is bound to cause concern. Other factors also 
enter into the picture, not the least of them being the fact that 
education in general, higher education included, has become not 
only a constitutional right, to be protected and advanced by the 
state, but a human right as well. The fact that Jordan has become art 
outstanding example of a small, developing nation that has 
succeeded in establishing an admirable and successful educational 



system on the primary, preparatory and high school levels as well as 
on the university level, is another factor. We 
that in spite of formidable odds, we export talent: our educational 


h take pride in the fact 


system has never been strictly confined to the needs of our country 
alone, and our skilled manpower has helped in the building not only 
of Jordan hut of the countries of the Gulf region, Saudi Arabia ana 


other Arab countries as well. Many of our Jordanian expatriates The tawjihi exam is not in ' a deflate SrrebS 

hold some of the highest teaching, managerial, and technical posts been proven oyer and over agai^ achievement later on. It is 

even in the most advanced countries of the world. We also pride been examination resuta and ^ ^ cent cutoff 

ourselves in our statements and speeches, and so far rightly, that also true thatthe numberwho the 

the human being is our most precious resource. is rather small, but even those 

Because of the emphasis on “excellence’’ in our acceptance since they are the ones who J ’ ■ n audvinE -abroad, 

procedures to our universities in Jordan which control and limit through their motivation and de above zmdfome fast 

their annual in-take, a very large number of students manage Some of themnnghtbebelowaverg, ..rreoted into anvof 

elsewhere. Some of those who dS not make the grade may be of ‘ aft * r fe,lin * 10 ** accepted mt0 My * 

limited ability, some were perhaps physically ill or emotionally 
upset on the day of examinations and some others might have very 
economically depressed backgrounds, as while others may simply 
be “late bloomers,” persons whose capacity for studying ana 
making good grades does not manifest itself until late, sometimes 
very late in life. It would seem that persons who, for whatever 
reason — circumstantial, emotional, physical, social or economic — 
do not attain the right grade in the tawjihi exams are being 
punished for that one failure for their entire life. Granted the 
number of these may be limited, nevertheless. They should be 
given a chance. In our culture there have been many instances of 
“late bloomers” some of whom have even been given the honorific 
title of Al Nabigbafa, the genius, since their talent blossomed late in 
life. Among these is me great Arab poet, Al Nabighab Al 
Dhubyani. Those who could not be accepted in our universities and 
whose determination and ingenuity have been proven by the feet 
that they succeeded in being educated outside, and may even have 
excelled, should be a source of pride not a cause for punishment. 


I anyway: and if 

acrepted , they will most likely have to take additional ^rses to 
meet the requirements of other universities. Many universities m 
some of the most advanced countries make it their policy to accept 
a quota of determined students whose academic achievement has 

been below standard. , , , . 

The Higher Education Council is wise m setting standards and in 
enforcing them. Our educational system should always strive to 
achieve the best and to maintain it, particularly in view# ow 
excellent reputation abroad- While this is being accomplished little 
harm can come from extending and maintaining hope for time who 
do not achieve the minimum grade and their families as well. While 
I have faith in our educational system, as an educator and -a 
concerned parent, I also have some doubts lingering m the back of 
my mind. Perhaps we should search for alternative methods of 
regulating the flow of students into academic and non academic 
fields. Aside from the question of individual choice these students 
bring back with them new approaches. languages, and ideas. 


Iran-contra hearings — pussy-footing over Israel 


By Jane Hunter 

THERE was a plan for the same 
‘enterprise’’ that facilitated U.S.- 
Israeli arms sales to Iran and the 
arming of the contras fighting 
against Nicaragua to csonduct fu- 
ture secret operations, and at 
least some of these were to be in 
conjunction with Israel. The 
startling disclosure of a perma- 
nent secret foreign policy appar- 
atus, fended like the Iran-contra 
operation by arms sales and con- 
tributions from "friendly” gov- 
ernments, was made by Oliver 
North during his testimony lasL 
month before the joint congres- 
sional commmittee investigating 
the Iran-contra affair. To the 
obvious discomfort of the com- 
mittee, which has gone out of its 
way to ignore Israel’s role in the 
affair. North also asserted that 
Iranian go-between Manucher 
Ghorbanifar was an Israeli agent. 

North coordinated both legs of 
the Iran-contra scheme from his 
former post in the White House 
National Security Council. The 
committee members were visibly 
stunned when North told them 


how his mentor, the late CIA 
director William Casey, had sug- 
gested using the Iran-contra "en- 
terprise” run by retired Air Force 
General Richard Secord and his 
Iranian-American partner, 
Albert Hakim, as a “stand-alone, 
off-shore commercial venture” 
for additional covert operations. 
By design, this “off-the-shelf” 
entity, as North termed it, would 
function outside all government 
scrutiny or control. 

Israel’s role in the undertakings 
of this private CIA came up when 
North was asked whether the 
entity was intended to outlive the 
Reagan administration. He 
answered: “It was. Again, I can’t 
say for sure, when we started 
talking to the Israelis about the 
kinds of activities I described to 
you last oigbt, what the time 
frame would have been.” (The 
previous night North, at his own 
request, had been questioned ab- 
out these “sensitive" matters in a 
closed session.) The congressmen 
asking that question veered off 
quickly into safer territory: what 
it some future Ollie decided to 
support the Sandinistas? 


Labour militancy 
mounting in S. Korea 


By Lee Su-Wan 

Reuter 

six days a week, 24-year-old 
Chung Ji-Hye sits in a stuffy base- 
ment workshop sewing button 
after button on men’s shirts. 

She passes the time dreaming 
of cosmetics, movies, boy friends 
— and the illegal labour union 
she recently joined. 

Chung and thousands of other 
workers, toiling for meagre salar- 
ies in often poor conditions, rep- 
resent the dark side of the 
vaunted South Korean economic 
miracle. 

But inspired by a new atmos- 
ifaere of political reform, they are 
leginning to seek a bigger slice of 
national prosperity. 

Since July I, when three weeks 
of violent street protests forced 
President Chun Doo Hwan to 
give in to opposition demands for 
greater democracy, workers 
across the country have begun 
agitating for better pay and con- 
ditions, and for the right to form 
free trade unions. 

In recent weekend labour pro- 
tests, rail workers halted train 
services between Seoul and east- 
ern South Korea for 15 hours and 
police reported sit-ins at 80 fac- 
tories in four cities. 

On Aug. 8, Labour Minister 
Lee Heun-Ki said worker unrest, 
which has led to strikes or other 
disruptions at 190 companies 
since July 1, could jeopardise the 
promised political reforms. 

Chung’s plight offers an ex- 
planation for this growing mili- 
tancy. 

She earns $150 a month, less 
than 40 per cent of what the 
government says is the average 
industrial wage. As an unskilled 
migrant worker from the country- 
side, she qualifies for few other 
jobs. 

The factory where she works 
with 30 other employees is in the 
basement of the owner’s three- 
storey house. 

"I do not care much how my 
boss and his family are living 
upstairs. What I am concerned 
about is my owq_ survival,” said 
Chung. 

“Nearly half my salary goes to 
cover the monthly rent of my 
small room in a shanty house. 

"I would like to buy cosmetics 
to make my face pretty and go to 
the movies with boy friends. But I 
can’t afford either of them.” 

On July 15. Chung was among 
scores of workers who stormed 
past security guards to reoccupy 
union offices in Seoul’s Chong- 
gyechon garment district. The 
offices were dosed by police in 
November 1985. 

Unions in the area, a hotbed of 
labour discontent, were forced to 
go underground when Chun came 


> DOS 

Kim Young-Dae, a union lead- 
er, said the~20,000 workers in 
Chonggyechon were living at sub- 
sistence level. 

“We believe workers should no 
longer be sacrificed only for the 
benefit of their employers, " he 
said. 

"What are really needed now 
are well-organised struggles for 
workers’ basic rights.” 

By many objective measures, 
working conditions and wages in 
South Korea lag behind interna- 
tional standards. 

Last year. South Korean work- 
ers put in an average of 228 hours 
a month, a Labour Ministry offi- 
cial told Reuters. The average 
worker in an older industrialised 
country works only 140 hours a 
month or less. 

The offidal said South Korea's 
industrial accident rate was also 
high, with 1,660 workers killed 
and 142.088 injured last year. 

But officials say control over 
Labour is vital to the government 
for economic and political 
reasons, and economic planners 
want to keep wage increases low 
to fight inflation and make ex- 
ports more competitive. 

Not all South Korean workers 
are as badly off as those of the 
Chonggyechon garment district. 

Large conglomerates generally 
have modern factories, pay 
generously by South Korean stan- 
dards and offer extensive benefits 
such as subsidised housing. 

At smaller companies, howev- 
er, factories and machinery are 
often old and dangerous, wages low 
and benefits non-existent, 
existent. 

The government is be ginning 
to respond to worker unrest and 
has set up a commission to in- 
vestigate labour law. 

After its first meeting last 
week, the commission urged em- 
ployers to pay more attention to 
workers’ welfare and announced 
a hands-off policy under which 
management and unions would 
be allowed to settle their differ- 
ences without government in- 
tervention. 

But the commission also 
warned the government would 
get tough on leaders of violent 
labour protests. 

In another measure to appease 
workers. Labour Minister Lee 
last week announced that regula- 
tions imposed in 1980 which vir- 
tually banned strikes and gave the 
government power to dissolve un- 
ions would be scrapped. He gave 
no details of the new laws. 

He said labour disputes were 
expected to increase in Septem- 
ber when student activists return 
from summer holidays and are 
likely to step up protests in 
alliance with factory workers. 


says Albert Hakim came up with 
the proposal, but this charge 
could be motivated by his anger 
at Hakim, who testified in May 
that when he knew Ghorbanifar 
In Iran in the 1970s, the man had 
been working for both Israeli and 
Iranian intelligence. Being pub- 
licly connected with Israel would 


damage Ghorbanifar’s ability to 
operate in the Ayatollah's Iran. 
In January, the Tunes of London 


But the subject popped up 
again. Appearing the following 
week. North's former boss. Rear 
Admiral John Poindexter, testi- 
fied about a September 1986 
memorandum containing details 
of additional U.S. Israeli covert 
activities. Poindexter, then the 
president’s national security 
adviser, bad used the memo to 
prepare President Reagan for a 
meeting with the Israeli Prime. 

Minister Shimon Peres. This 
memorandum made headlines, 
when, before Poindexter’s 
appearance, Senator Daniel In- 
ouye, chairman of the Senate 
committee, charged on a network 
television programme that it 
made reference to the diversion 
of fends from the Iranian arms 
sales to the contras. Inouye 
asserted that the document con- 
stituted evidence that President 
Reagan had been told about that 
key element of the affair. 

Whether or not the president, 
knew that profits made on the 
arms sales had been funnelled to 
the contras has been a major 
preoccupation of the Democratic 
members of the committee. 

When it was explained by the 
White House and Republican 
panelists that the memorandum 
aid not address that particular 
issue — only the diversion of 
fends to “other” U.S.-Israeli 
covert operations — the commit- 
tee quickly lost interest. 

Only days before, the commit- ' 
tee members . had managed _ to „ with Norjh’s. earlier fib, that the 


an intermediary, 
promises that bos 
freed 


said the diversion came from 
Prime Minister Peres. Moreover, 
because of the extensive support 
it has given the contras since 
1983, because of the well- 
documented history of the 
Reagan administration's efforts 
to get Israel to take over the 
contras, and because some of the 
diverted funds came its way in the 
form of arms sales to the contras, 
Israel is the most plausible intel- 
lectual author of the diversion. 

This apparently disturbed one 
of the Democratic panelists, 
Senator George Mitchell, who 
sought to pin the whole scheme 
on arms dealer Richard Secord. 
Mitchell took the oi 
the appearance 
mittee of Attorney General 
Edwin Meese to point out that in 
November, when the scandal was 
about to break. North had told 
Meese that Nir suggested the 
diversion and had only brought 
up Ghorbanifar- during his testi- 
mony in July. Mitchell asserted 
that this inconsistency, together 


le opportunity of 
before the aim- 


si destep Israel’s role in the affair. 
North unexpectedly blurted out 
that Casey had told him that 
Manucher Ghorbanifar, the Ira- 
nian go-between in the aims deal- 
ings with the Islamic republic, 
was actually an Israeli intelli- 
gence agent. After having been 
informed of Ghorbanifar’s status. 
North told the committee, when 
the Iranian offered to transfer to 
the contras some of the vast 
profits made on arms sales to 
Iran, he assumed the offer was 
made "with the full knowledge, 
acquiescence and support, if not 
the original idea, of the Israeli 
intelligence services, if not the 
Israeli government.” North said 
an earlier proposal along the 
same lines by Amiram Nir, the 
adviser to Prime Minister Peres 
who worked with the administra- 
tion on the Iranian arms deal, bad 
reinforced that perception. 

There has teen conflicting 
testimony over the origin of the 
rontra diversion. North at one 
time said the idea had come from 
David Kimcfae, the Israeli foreign 
ministry official. Ghorbanifar 


Swiss bank accounts in which the 
money was deposited were under 
the control or the contras when 
they were actually controlled by 
Secord and Hakim, proved that 
“Secord had control over the 
funds.” After so many months, 
who remembers the Israeli admis- 
sion last winter that Israel “only” 
gave the Iranian arms purchasers 
the Swiss account numbers and 
told them bow much to deposit? 

Credulity having its Limits, 
there has not been a similar effort 
to dispute the matter of Ghorba- 
nifar’s allegiance to Israel, nor to 
probe too deeply into its implica- 
tions. Hie Tower Commission, 
an investigatory panel appointed 
by the president last winter, had 
hinted that Ghorbanifar, who bad 
been presented to the Reagan 
administration by Israeli officials 
as a well-connected Iranian in 
touch with "pro-Western ele- 
ments” in Tehran, was an Israeli 
agent. The commission’s report 
noted that Israel had vigorously 
lobbied the administration to 
continue selling arms to Iran and 
to continue using Ghorbanifar as 


even after 
would be 
were repeatedly broken. It 
was Ghorbanifar, of course, who 
conveyed those promises. During 
meetings between the Americans 
and the Ir anians the wily interlo- 
cutor is said to have mistranslated 
the statements of both sides. 

The Tower Commission 
blamed the administration for 
failin g to heed CIA reports that 
Ghorbanifar was a chronic liar 
and for exercising bad judgment 
in succumbing to Israel’s blan- 
dishments. North’s almost non- 
chalant assertion that be and the 
director of the CIA were aware at 
the time that Israel was playing a 
double game obviates that ex- 
cuse. In fact, it gives credence to 
the theory that Oliver North, 
John Poindexter, and Robert 
McFarlane, Poindexter’s prede- 
cessor who initially obtained 
presidential approval for the arms 
sales to Iran, had a very special 
devotion to Israel. Michael Le- 
deen. the "terrorism” consultant 
who initially acted as liaison be- 
tween Prime Minister Peres and 
McFarlane, had long been re- 
garded as exceptionally loyal to 
Israel. (Ledeen was also one of 
Ghorbanifar's most enthusiastic 
proponents.) This theoiy was 
further bolstered when John 
Poindexter told the congressional 
committee that in 1985 the 
National Security Council staff 
and CIA director Casey had be- 
gun to regard Iran as the im- 
periled side in the Iran-lraq war. 
“I thought our view was that 
Iraq’s position was deteriorat- 
ing," said his startled interroga- 
tor. Poindexter reiterated that 
the NSC supported the Israeli 
positioa in favour of Iran. 

Similarly, Congress has not 
pnbHcly come to grips with the 
U.S.-Israeli covert activities Oliv- 
er North outlined behind dosed 
doors; the possibilities of what 
these activities might be are le- 
gion. There is evidence that 
North and company were in- 
volved in southern Africa. Earlier 
this year syndicated columnist 
Jack Anderson reported that 
Amiram Nir had wanted to use 
some of the profits from the Iran 
arms sales to fund joint U.S.- 
Israel activities in Europe. That 
Congress has made on move to 
reassure the public that the 
North-SecordrHakim apparatus 
has been dismantled hints omi- 
nously of deep and continuing 
Israeli involvement in the Cabal. 
Yet while it is sparing Israel 
Congress is establishing a formid- 
able rival to its own foreign 


policymaking power — one that 
does not hesitate to conspire 
against it or play it for a fool. This 
is precisely the “stand-alone” en- 
tity the late William Casey meant 
to bequeath. 

The identification of Ghorbani- 
far as an Israeli agent presents a 
fresh challenge to the Israeli posi- 
tion — unchanged since the scan- 
dal broke — that Israel's role in 
the Iranian end of the affair was 
simply to respond to a U.S. re- 
quest for help in contacting Ira- 
nian “moderates.” Instead, h 
appears that Israel went beyond 
advocacy and manipulated die 
administration by chicanery and 
deceit. And it did so only weeks 
after the arrest of Jonathan Jay 
Pollard on charges of spying for 
Israel. Nonetheless, it is a fore- 
gone conclusion that Israel will 
emerge unscathed from the 
affair. It is never easy for Con- 
gress to confront Israel, given the 
powerful lobby that protects it. In 
this instance, Israel also has the 
total sympathy of the committee's 
senior chairman. Senator Daniel 
Inouye. On a visit to Israel short- 
ly before he was appointed to 
head the Senate panel, Inouye 
expressed understanding of 
Israel's involvement in the Ira- 
nian “initiative” and said be did 
not believe Israel was responsible 
for the contra diversion. 

Israel is also blessed in that the 
committee's priorities are domin- 
ated by domestic concerns. Given 
the approaching presidential elec- 
tion, it is not remarkable that the 
congressional committees, con- 
trolled by the Democrats because 
of their majority in both houses 
of the legislature, would be gun- 
ning for the president, to the 
exclusion of all other targets. 
Another major concern — shared 
by members of both parties — is 
that the Iran-contra operators 
bypassed Congress, subverting 
the constitutional system of 
checks and balances and unsurp- 
ing cherished institutional pre- 
rogatives. What is remarkable, 
however, is that Congress is will- 
ing to tolerate an even greater 
institutional insult from Israel. 
Reluctant even to embarrass 
Israel, Congress has opted to 
ignore its ability to effect a 180- 
degree turn in U.S. policy in the 
critical region of the Gulf. .In 
refusing to consider Israel's part 
in the contra diversion, Congress 
has reaffirmed its practice of the 
past decade: pretending not to 
notice Israel’s propensity for tak- 
ing over discarded U.S. policies 
in Central America — Middle 
East International, London; 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

J st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TakeawntyavaEUtble 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road * near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

K Teh 661922 y 


f CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 

Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 -Midnight > 




CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO, 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 

Charcoal Flaming Pot . 



EVERY 
DAY 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

CALL US! 


Electrolux 


a 

ROlBox 925329 AMMAft. 




Id. 604671 


& 





ARAMEX 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forward ing, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


w 



The least expensive 
service for your urgent 
mpeuments and ^small 
parcels, desk to 'desk, 
worldwide. - 

^ For a pick up 

Call 664931-664590 / 
Amman 


Take-away; 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight . ■ „ 

Location: Near 3rd Circle : 
opposite Akilah Hospital ■ 

Tel: 641093 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 667171-6 

-f. 






Solar-powered vehicles are still in the shade 

By Wolfgang Kessler . 


MANY motorists and fans of 
high-powered Formula 1 racing 
turn up their noses at solar-po- 
wered cars. They see solar 
panels, collectors and batteries as 
little more than a hobby for 
cranks and crackpots. And 
they're right — up to a point. 

When solarmobiles are exhi- 


bited at car shows or the annual 
Tour de Sol race is held, the cars 
look more like Heath Robinson 
contraptions than the shape of 
transport to come. 

Many are not readily identifi- 
able as motor vehicles. They look 
more like a combination of push- 
bike. rickshaw, tri-cycle and 
soapbox. 

Yet solar motorists go in for 
more than a mere hobby. Solar 
power plays an increasing part in 
the debate on future modes of 
transport. Many experts see so- 
lar-powered battery-run vehicles 
as ideally suited for local traffic. 

They are inexpensive to run, 
waste no fuel ana do little or no 
damage by way of pollution. 

It may be years before dreams 
come true and they are a practical 
proposition, but developments 
are making headway by leaps and 
bounds. 

“We can already work on the 
assumption that solar cars will be 
used m everyday life." says an 
optimistic Urs Muntwyler. He 
should know. As manager of the 
Tour de Sol he has followed their 
progress for years. 

His optimism is based on the 
advantages solar cars have over 
conventional vehicles. They emit 
no exhaust and are virtually 
noiselerc. Their electric motors 
al» use energy more efficiently 
than conventional combustion 


engines. 

The ordinary car engine wastes 
about 80 per cent of the energy in 
motor fuel as process heat. Good 
electric motors convert roughly 
80 per cent of their energy into 
morion. 

Many problems remain to be 
solved before the solar car runs 
off the assembly line. Energy 
supplies are one drawback. Roof- 
top solar panels are not really 
much use — even though they are 
obligatory' for vehicles that take 
part in the Tour de Sol. 

“Even if the sun were to shine 
throughout the race." Muntwyl- 
er says, “the solar ceils on the car 
roof would not generate more 
than about 10 per cent of the 
energy needed to power the car.” 

The remainder comes from a 
built-in battery that is recharged 
as the car stands in the sun. Cars 
have to be stationary and 
recharging for about 10 hours to 



The shape of things to come? or 

store enough power to travel ab- 
out 100 kilometres. 

In ordinary traffic that 
wouldn't do. Cars are usually 
parked either in the shade or in 
underground garages. So many 
fans are busy planning solar fill- 
ing stations of their own. 

They fix their solar panels 
somewhere near home where 
they can bask in the sunlight to 
recharge the batteries. 

Batteries remain the toughest 
technical problem faring designers 
and manufacturers. It is a vicious 
circle, with lightweight batteries 
not powerful enough and power- 
ful batteries too heavy. 

A fully-charged lightweight 
battery will only take the car 50 
kilometres or so, but more 
powerful batteries are heavier, 
taking more energy to move. 

Heavyweights are neither fas- 
ter nor can they cover greater 
distances. The sodium sulphur 
battery devised mainly by Brown, 
Boveri & Cie, the engineering 
company, may be the break- 
through. 

This battery, when fully laden, 
can cover 25 kilometres, acceler- 
ate to 50 kilometres from a stand- 
ing. start in seven seconds and 
reach a top speed of 130 
kilometres per hour. 

These are performance statis- 
tics that compare well with those 
of conventional compacts, but 


something else? 

even though the new battery is 
much more powerful — and 
cheaper to mass produce — it still 
weighs about 265 kilos. 

Against this practical back- 
ground the ideal requirements 
envisaged by Zurich solarmobile 
expert Ruedi Kriesi amount to 
squaring the circle. 

“As battery expenditure 
weighs heavily on running costs 
yet the widest feasible radius is 
essential, the vehicle must be 
light in weight and aerodynamic 
in design so as to run on as little 
power as possible.” 

Unlike many other experts who 
have high hopes of battery-po- 
wered conventional cars, he is 
convinced from the outset that 
the vehicle of the future for short 
distances will be midway between 
a bicycle and a motor-car. 

Most headway in this direction 
has been made by a group spon- 
sored by Migros, the Swiss con- 
sumer retailers, and Autopbon, 
the telecom company. 

Their prototype is extremely 
light in weight, seats two. has a 
range of 150 kilometres and 
reaches a top speed of 130 
kilometres per hour. 

Its energy consumption per 100 
kilometres corresponds to 0.3 
litres of conventional motor fuel. 

Providing a more powerful, 
lightweight battery is available at 


a' reasonable price, the Swiss 
solarmobile could sell for be- 
tween DM8,000 and DM10,000. 

The Swiss prototype meets vir- 
tually all the requirements speci- 
fied by Berlin Technical Universi- 
ty engineer Andreas Muller as 
essential if solarmobiles are to 
stand any chance to becoming a 
serious mode of transport in Ger- 
many. 

“If a solarmobile can be built 
to sell at less than DM10.000, to 
seat two people, plus 50 kilog- 
rammes of luggage, and to comply 
with road traffic regulations, 
there could be a market for sever- 
al million vehicles.” 

It will be some years before this 
is likely to happen. Manufactur- 
ers are still reluctant to invest. 
Carmakers are waiting for the 
batteries. Battery manufacturers 
are waiting for carmakers to give 
them the go-ahead. 

Both can only earn profits from 
mass produdon. Jumping the gun 
could cost millions. That is why 
Muntwyler is banking on public- 
ity — car shows, races and the 
like. 

Competition encourages inven- 
tors to design increasingly power- 
ful models; they alone can hope 
to make solar power competitive 
as a means of propulsion — 
Deutsches Allgemeines Sonn- 
tagsblatt. 


JTV Channel 

Sat. Aug. 15, 1987 

8:30 Together We Stand 

9:00 Variety Show 

10:20 Feature Film 
Paeny Mason’s Return 

The wife saw a woman Quickly 
leaving her millionaire husband’s 
office. She rushed into the office 
to find that her husband had been 
killed. When the will was read, 
Paeny Mason became suspicious 
and started investigations into the 
matter. 

Sun. — Aug. 16, 1987 

8:30 Growing Pains 

When Mike profess ess a lack of 
interest in attending college, 
Jason takes him along on a trip to 
visit his alma mater to change his 
mind. 

9:10 Intimate Contact 
Episode Three 

In spite of his deteriorating condi- 
tion, AIDS sufferer, Clive Greg- 
ory finds that he can still help 
another victim. He also gains a 
new respect for his wife, Ruth, as 
she grows more self-assured and 
begins a campaign to overcome 
public ignorance of AIDS. 

10:20 Hunter 
Think Blue 

11:10 Are You Being Served 

Mon. — Aug. 17, 1987 

8:30 Throb 

9:10 Mussolini 

10:20 Bird of Prey 
New Drama Series 
Ron Hutchinson's contemporary 
thriller revolves round one man’s 
efforts to expose an international- 
ly-based financial conspiracy to 
subvert a commerrial/industriaJ 
venture of national importance. 
Henry Jay is principal scientific 
officer at a government trade 
ministry in London's Whitehall. 
A loyal, hard-working and meti- 
culous civil servant with an expert 
knowledge of computers, he 
leads a quiet home life with his 
wife Anne. But the predictable 
equanimity of their daily lives is 
suddenly shattered when Henry 
unwittingly stnmbles on informa- 
tion concerning a massive h ank 
fraud and major cover-up involv- 


2 Preview 

ing his own department. Refer- 
ence to the fraud in his latest 
report — a study of computer 
fraud in the age of electronic 
accounting — marks the begin- 
ning of a lonely and frightening 
guest requiring all the resources 
Henry can muster. 

11:10 Love Boat 

Tue. — Aug. 18, 1987 

8:30 Double Trouble 

The Twins Take on the Big Apple 

Straight from graduating high 
school in Iowa, twins Kate and 
Allison Foster take on the chal- 
lenges and surprises of New York 
Gty as they move in with their 
aunt to pursue careers in dance 
and fashion design, respectively. 
At Aunt Margo's they meet two 
strange, but fanny boarders and 
at fashion school, Allison faces a 
tyrant of a teacher, but being 
overwhelmed by the people and 
the place doesn't lessen the twins’ 
determination to survive big city 
life and attain their career goals. 

9:10 Ohara 
Log Line — Ohara 

“Laura”... innocent by insanity... 
or a dever ruse? Lt. Ohara (Pat 
Morita) must discern the truth 
locked within a beautiful, but 
disturbed, woman accused of a 
vicious murder. 

10:20 The Unknown War 
11:10 Open All Honrs 
Wed. — Aug. 19,1987 

8:30 Don’t Wait Up 

Tom, recently divorced, and his 
father Toby, both enjoy success- 
fill careers as doctors, but each 
experiences difficulty in manag- 
ing his private life — especially 
when Toby decides to leave 
Tom's mother and move in with 
his son. 

9:10 The Silk Road 

(Documentary) 

A Heatwave called Tnrfan 

The oasis cities of Hami and 
Titrfan are located oq an extension 
of the Hexi Corridor at the north- 
ern foot of the Tian Shan Moun- 
tains. They were the sites of many 
battles during the Hun invasions. 
The deciphering of the ancient 
private documents unearthed in 
large quantities from the Mound, 



Inside Story — Friday at 10:20 

have revealed some extremely 
interesting aspects of life in those 
days, when people of many diffe- 
rent races lived together. 

10:20 New bestseller 
“The Rhinemann Exchange" 

Stephen Collins and Lauren Hut- 
ton head an all-star cast in the 
television adaptation of “The 
Rhinemann Exchange,” Robert 
Ludlum's gripping novel of war- 
time espionage and double-deal- 
ing which will be a five-hour 
presentation from MCA TV. 

Collins portrays David Spauld- 
ing, a U.S. intelligence agent who 
is sent to Argentina where he is to 
make contact with German 
agents, and Hutton plays Leslie 
leaner Hawkewood, a widowed, 
childhood friend with whom he is 
having an affair. 

Thu. — Aug. 20, 1987 

8:30 My Husband and I 

Nora Powers (Mollie Sugden) is 
supposed to be head of personnel 
at Ashvale Advertising. But she's 
the last person to know about an 
important change in the com- 
pany's corridor of power. And 
she heard it from the tea lady. 

9:10 Rags to Riches 

10:20 Feature Film 
Tribute 

Starring: 

Jack Lemmon, 

Lee Remick 
and Robby Benson 

A broadway press agent comes to 


know his son by his divorced wife 
just as he comes to know of his 
own fatal illness. 

Fri. — Aug. 21, 1987 

8:30 Bill Cosby Show 

9:10 Falcon Crest 

10:20 Inside Story 

A six-part mini-series 

Starring: 

Roy Marsden 
and Francesca Annls 


Set in the fast-moving world of 
journalism. Roy Marsden plays 
millionaire tycoon Bennei, whose 
determined ambition to cake over 
the “Sunday Register” newspap- 
er runs into fierce opposition. 
Inside Story also stars Francesca 
Annis as "the idealistic foreign 
correspondent, whose support 
Bennet cleverly enlists. 

The story of their tempestuous 
relationship as Bennei manipu- 
late his way to prestige and power 
is the theme of this gripping 
mini-series. Inside Story goes 
beyond the headlines of the news- 
paper world to the human stories 
of those involved in the take-over 
battle — the old newspaper prop- 
rietor fighting for his paper's sur- 
vival; the discredited widow 
trying to protect her children 
fronfscandal: the young journal- 
ist in danger as he tracks a mur- 
der suspect: and the paper's staff 
trying to produce the newspaper 
as their future hangs in the ba- 
lance. 


Look out for 

our specialities at leading supermarkets in Jorda 
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Amer breaks 1966 hill-climbing record 
to dominate Tal-Al Rumman Race 

King’s participation adds charm to test of driving skills 

or r ^ nhomni'm. nn. nnt -tC*£ «*T 


By Nermeen Murad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — - Amer Bilbeisi clocked 2:16:87 to win 
Friday’s Tal-Al Rumman hill-climbing race in his 
Opel Manta 400, breaking a record set twenty years 
ago by His Majesty King Hussein in a Porsche 904. 


With less than a second differ- 
ence, His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, also driving an Opel 
Manta 400, took the second and 
the third place in a BMW M3 
docking 2:19:35. The King co- 
vered the same distance in 
2:21:09 in 1966. 

Taking part informally in Fri- 
day's race, the King, driving a 
Lotus Esprit Turbo and a Saab 
9000 Turbo, both factory cars. 


failed to repeat his performance. 
He was placed 12th among 76 
entries with a time of 2:28:86 in 
his Lotus. 

Participating as a guest of hon- 
our, Qatari rally champion Said 
AI Hajri dropped from the race 
when his specially-equipped 
BMW M3 crashed out of control 
half way through the race, which 
was sponsored by Pepsi-Cola. 

Haitham Mufti, driving a 


Daihatsu Cfaarmant rally car, was 
placed fourth, seven seconds be- 
hind Bilbeisi while Issa Halabi in 
a Nissan 240 RS came fifth, eight 
seconds behind the winner. 

Bilbeisi. 26, a civil engineer, 
participated in several national 
rallies and speed tests since 1984. 
Bilbeisi and Prince AbduiJah 
formed the Royal Jordanian-Silk 
Cut team. 

The race route covers 400 
metres from start to finish with 27 
sharp turns, with the longest 
stretch not exceeding 250 metres. 
Several cars went off the road in 
the course including the BMWs 
driven by Prince Abdullah and 
Hajri. The extent of damage 
done to Hajri's car was not im- 
mediately known but officials 


said the Qatari champion was not 
hurt. 

Amman Marriott's general 
manager Haile Aguilar was 
placed sixth in a Nissan 240 RS. 
George Khayyat, also in a Nis- 
san, was placed seventh followed 

§ r Khaled Dallal, Yanal Gumuk, 
anna Zananiri and Ma'rouf 
Abu Samra. 

Apart from the King and 
Prince Abdullah, Jack and 
George Khayyat, Haile and Gon- 
zalez Aguilar and Hassan and 
Hamdi Tabba’ formed the other 
father and son teams at the race. 
No woman driver took part. 

The King told reporters that 
many things had changed in terms 
of the development of cars since 
he last participated in the race in 


1966. 4 T am happy to have had 
the opportunity to join in with 
this new generation of young 
Jordanians in the sport,” the 
King said. “I have always encour- 
aged such events. I am happy 
with the achievements of this 
rally." 

A large number of people, 
including Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Mohammad, Princess 
Aisha, Armed Forces Comman- 
der-in-Chief Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, Princess Alia Al 
Hussein and sport enthusiasts in 
Jordan watched Friday's event 

The Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan organised the event which 
began at 10 a.m. and ended at 7 
p.m. at Tal-Al Rumman, 35 
kilometres north of Amman. 


Everton begins league title defence without Sheedy 


the defence of their league title 
Saturday without Kevin Sheedy, 
their top goal-scorer last year and 
the inspiration behind their suc- 
cess. 

Irish international Sheedy has 
an ankle injury and will join 
goalkeeper Neville Southall and 
England fullback Gary Stevens 
on the sidelines when Everton 
host Norwich — the team they 


beat 1-0 in May to clinch last 
season's title. 

But tbe good news for new 
manager Colin Harvey, who took 
over when Howard Kendall left 
for Spain's Athletic Bilbao, is 
that three other key players — 
Adrian Heath, Ian Snodin and 
Peter Reid — should be back 
from injury. 

Manchester United Manager 
Alex Ferguson, who has tipped 
Everton as title favourites again. 
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will unveil bis two international 
signings at Southampton. 

Ferguson hopes the arrival of 
Scottish striker Brian McClair 
and England fullback Viv Ander- 
son — who cost a total 1.1 milli on 
sterling ($1.7 million) — will 
boost his club's chances of win- 
ning the championship for the 
first time in 21 years. 

Danish midfielder Jan Molby 
will miss Liverpool’s opening 
match at Arsenal because of a- 
broken foot but defender Steve 
Nicol will be back after a hernia 
operation. 

Liverpool player-manager 
Kenny Dalglish, with his two new 
England internationals Peter 
Beardsley and John Barnes at his 
disposal, is unlikely to include 
hims elf in the team. 

Arsenal manager George Gra- 
ham has ended speculation about 
the future of Kenny Sansom, 
which began with the signing of 
Nigel Winterburn from mmole- 
don, by naming the England full- 
back as captain for the match 
against Liverpool. 

England goalkeeper Peter Shil- 
ton has shaken off throat and ear 
infections and will make his first 
league appearance for Derby 
against Luton after moving from 
Southampton. 

Wimbledon's new manager 
Bobby Gould has selection prob- 
lems for his side's match at Wat- 
ford with a rash of injuries and 
two- players — defender ■' Brian 
Gayle and forward Details Wise 
— suspended. 


Cubans charge judges with 
U.S. ‘bias’ in Pan Am Games 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Americans ran away from tbe 
Cubans in the medals race at the 
PanAm Games. Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee jumped away with hers. 

After four days, only 69 medals 
separated the United States from 
Cuba — traditional 1-2 rivals at 
these games. Bnt the United 
States was on a roll Thursday, 
picking up medals from swim- 
ming to footing. 

By the end of the night the 
Americans had 40 more medals, 
17 of them gold, while the 
Cubans added only a handful — 
five for the day. 

The U.S. treasure chest now 
has 198 medals, 104 more than 
Cuba's. 

The most treasured of the night 
was won at the Indiana Universi- 
ty track where Joyner-Kersee 
sailed 24 feet, 5Vi inches (74.549 
metres) through the air and land- 
ed with a piece of the world 
record in the long jump. 

Earlier in tbe day she saw a 
picture of East German Heike 




Drechsler jumping and thought, 
“that's wbat i need to do, get m 
that position.” 

She did, bolding her knees up 
as long as possible, and now its 
Drechslers record that she 
shares. 

In Gymnastics, a hobbled U.S. 
team still managed to win gold, 
bat it didn’t seem fair to at least 
one Caban competitor. 

"All the judges were partial for 
the North American team," Casi- 
miro Suarez said. “I believe we 
competed a lot better than they 
did.* 

It was a good day for Amer- 
icans even when medals weren’t 
at stake. 

U.S. boxers Andrew Maynard 
and Kelrie Banks won convin- 
cingly over two Argentinians in 
their opening bouts and meet the 
Cubans next 

"A lot of people expect the 
Cubans to dominate," said 
Banks. “It’s going to be a great 
competition, but I think foe U.S. 
has a good chance, too." 
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$1 million 
yachting race 
announced 
for next year 

NEWPORT, R.I. (R) — A $1 
million ' four-lee yacht race will 
begin in the United States next 
year, promoters have announced. 

The annual event, called Pro- 
sail, will pit four identical new 
fibreglass 12 metres against one 
another and offer $1 milli on in 
prize money, Morris Internation- 
al, a Norm Carolina marketing 
firm, said at a news conference. 

The series is schednled to open 
here next June 10. Additional 
races are scheduled for Chicago 
in August, San Francisco in Octo- 
ber and Honolulu in December. 

Negotiations are underway to 
stage future events in England,, 
Japan and other overseas loca- 
tions, Prosail director Jock West 
said. 

The boat design comes from 
the drawing board of Lauri 
Davidson, the New Zealander 
who helped draft plans for the 
-world’s first fibreglass 12-metre, 
New Zealand’s Kiwi Magic. 

The boats will use advanced 
materials not approved for Amer- 
ica's Cup and are expected to be 
faster and lighter. West said. He 
said the four new 12 metres 
would be ready to launch early 
next year. 

Organisers said they were hop- 
ing to take advantage of the mass 
popularity that yacht racing has 
gained as a result of the Amer- 
ica’s Cup series in Australia last 
winter. 

Gaggioli edges 
Knickmab 
to win 

Coors Classic 
10th stage 

RENO, Nevada (AP) — Italy’s 
Roberto Gaggioli edged Amer- 
ican Roy Kmckman at tbe finish 
line Thursday night to win the 
injury-marred 10th stage of the 
Coors International Bicyde Qas- 
-sic, while Jeff Pierce held on to 
his overall lead. 

Veteran rider Doug Shapiro, 
who races for the 7-eleven team, 
apparently recracked his left leg 
just below the hip when he went 
into the last turn of the first lap 
too wide and slammed into a 
guard rail. Shapiro broke the leg- 
last winter. 

Dr. Jeff Paulsen, medical direc- 
tor for dm Classic, said- he expects 
Shapiro wilt make a full roooveiy 
but said the rider probably-won x 
be able - to compete for Iwd 
months. 

Because of the accident, the 
scheduled 30-mile (48.2-km) 
criterium, a short, circular course 
designed for crowd-pleasing 
views, was shortened by seven 
miles (11.2 kilometres). 

While the Shapiro’s injury had 
a dampening effect on the racers, 
the race mined out to be one of 
the closest of Classic so far. 




Y.W.CA COMMUNITY CHOIR 
MEETS AGAIN 

Welcome back old and new members meeting on 18.8.1967 at 
7:30 p.m. at the YWCA Centre, 3rd Circle. 
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DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

A viBa in most beautiful location in Sweifieh - 6th Circle. The 
villa consisting of four bedrooms, spacious salons, four bath- 
rooms with deluxe furniture, garden, garage for two cars. The. 
villa is suitable accommodation for a company manager or 
embassy. 

Call: Al Salam Real Estate Office, tel: 813577 


FOR SALE 

B.M.W. 323i in good condition. Duty unpaid. Model: 1980. 
Colour metallic green. 

Price: JD 600. 

Please contact Consul Kim Korean Embassy 
(South), Tel: 660745, 660746 


TO LET 

in Shmeisani. behird Marriott Hotel, fully fur- 
nished. quality and spacious, one bedroom 
a ca nmem (studio). 

Please call tel. 665972 

i 1- — 
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URGENTLY REQUIRED 

A Jordanian Co. seeks to employ a full-time 
female executive secretary, with the following 
qualifications: 

— A good command of the Arabic & English 
languages 

— Excellent typing capabilities in both lan- 
guages 

— A minimum of 5 years experience in office 
administration. 

Please call tel. no. 603779, 681778. 


ENGLISH TEACHERS WANTED 

ELS International, Amman, has teaching positions avail- 
able for American teachers with a B.A. in English and a 
minimum of two years experience in ESL/EFL. Flexible 
hours. Salary commensurate with experience. 

To apply, contact: Mike Maggio, ELS office, on 
the fourth floor of the Alhagiri Building, Prince 
Mohd. St, Amman, Jordan. Tel: 624548. 


SURPRISE ... SURPRISE 




Because life is not a spectator sport. 

Soon... 

From the Agent: BiBi 

Tel: 642784 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Wharton smashes 400-m medley record 

BRISBANE (R) — Dave Wharton of the United States set a 
world 400-metre individual medley record with a time frf four 
minutes 16.12 seconds at the Pan-Pacific Swimming Cham: 
pionships Friday. Wharton broke Ca n ad i an Alex Baumafin’s 
world mark of 4:17.41 set in Los Angeles in July 1984. . 

S. Africa rales out rugby tour by Ausaes 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — The South African Rugby Board has 
said there would be no Australian rugby tour of South Africa this 
year. The board’s statement quashed months of speculation that 
an Australian rugby team would tour in defiance of a ban on 
international sporting fmks with South Africa in protest at its 
apartheid race policies. 

Australian team’s Sri Lankan tour j 

unconfirmed j 

l 

COLOMBO (R) — The Australian cricket team’s planned tour'Of 
Sri Lanka next month was in the balance Friday because oL? 
curfew and protests against a peace accord which officially ended 
the Tamil rebellion. A cricket board official told reporters that 
the board felt it would be unsafe for the Australians to visit the 
island and the question of calling off the tour would be taken up 
with- the Australian authorities. • 

Lemond signs with PDM team j . 

SPARKS, Nev. (R) — American cyclist Greg Lemond, last year’s 
Tour de France winner, said Thursday he has agreed to sign a 
one-year contract with the Dutch-based team PDM. Financial 
terms were not released. 1 • • 

Andrei smashes world shotput record ... 

VIAREGGIO, Italy (R) — Alessandro Andrei of Italy smashed 
the world shot put record with a 22.91 metre throw at^the 
Viareggio Athletics Meeting. Andrei shattered the previous mack 
of 22.64 metres set by East German Udo Bayer in East Berlin in 
August, 1986 with his third throw of the night and then pushed thfc 
limit even higher with his fourth and fifth puts. : 

• I ■ ■ 

Jager sets world record in freestyle 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — American Tom Jager Thursday 
won the men’s 50 metre freestyle tide at foe Pan -Pacific 
Sw imming Championships in a world record time of 22.32 
seconds. Jager, 24, trimmed one-hundredth of a second off the 
previous world mark held by his compatriot and teammate Matt 


Visa dispute might affect games venue 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — The Western hemisphere’s top amateur 
-official has said he might oppose foe U.S. hosting foe 1994 Winter 
Olympic because of Washington's denial of a visa to a Chilean 
seeking to compete in the Pan American Games. Mario Vazquez 
Rana, the Mexican president of the Pan American Sports 
Organisation (PASO), conveyed foe message on Wednesday to 
U.S. Undersecretary of State Edward Derwinski. 

Lange sets world’s best time 

EAST BERLIN (R) — Andrea Lange of East Germany has set 
foe world’s best time this year in the women's 1 ,500 metres at an 
■athletics meeting here. Lange docked four min utes 00.53 
seconds, shaving 0.20 seconds off foe previous best of 1987 set by 
Briton Kirsty Wade. 

Soviets beat Stormy io soccerdfe^ : 

■t t.r. &:xrr: J:i*i rvrtr {££ .? - ■ ■ Jc?,} 03 J 

MOSCOW (AP) i*- Thev5ot£$|rfiutionaI sqqqB§4e$B% ggfeatedja 
Norwegian squad 1-0 Wednesday night, knocking Norway out of 
contention for foe 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea. 
Soviet attacker Vladimir Lyuty scored the lone goal in the 48th 
minute. r . 


3 Bulgarians seek to stay in Canada ! 

BURNABY, British Columbia (AP) — Three Bulgarian wrest- 
lers who disappeared from a world tournament during foe 
weekend have asked for permission to remain in Canada. **' We’fre 
taken their request and forwarded it to Ottawa,” Immigration 
Department Spokesman Jim Pasman said Wednesday night 
Pasman said the three were in the Vancouver area and were 
interviewed by department officials Tuesday night. He said he 
believes foe three rill apply for refugee status. 

Authorities accused of ‘pussyfooting 
around 9 

LONDON (R) — English cricket chiefs were accused by a lawyer 
Thursday of “pussyfooting around.” The remark came jmer 
former West Indies batsman Alvin Kallicharran had been told be 
must wait until December to learn if he will be allowed to resume 
his county career with Warwickshire. t 

English footballers censured in Scotland 1 


LONDON (R) — England internationals Terry Butchet_4pd 
Graham Roberts, who play in Scotland, were severely censured 
by foe Scottish Football Association (SFA) Thursday for'fctffitis- 
mg fellow players and a referee in newspaper articles. The two 
men both play for Scottish champions Glasgow Rangers .-Butcher 
had criticised Belgian Alex Ponet who refereed his team’s JJEFA 
Cup third-round tie in West Germany against Borussia Moen- 
chengladbacfa last December when two Rangers playere were sent 

. . . 

Pfaff ‘interested’ in United • \ 

S Bel ^ Wor l d . goalkeeper Jean-Marie Pfeff 
said Thursday was interested in reports foatEnglish soccer dub 
Manchester United wants to sign him. 1 


FOR SALE 

. t 

1982 Volvo station wagon. Automatic, power 
steering, air-conditioning. Excellent condition. 

Tel: 819165 ’ 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774201 f Cinema 


LETHEL 

WEAPON 

RetfOnmncc* 130. 6 JO. B: 30. 10: JO 


w. 


Tel: 6251531 f Cinema 



Cinema 




■■ J 

Tel: 67557 ij 




IGHRAJU.I11 
"Karate Gills” 
(Arabic) 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


One Sterling 
One U.S. (foliar 


One ounce of gold 


1.S76Q/70 
1.3285/95 
1.8925/35 
’ 2.1335/45 
1-5740/50 
3932/35 
632503300 
1372/1373 
152.10/20 
6.5775/5825 
6.8900/50 
73000/50 
457.60/458.10 


U.S. dollars 

Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LO NDO N (R) — Shares turned mixed after a firmer opening 
foBowmg news that a larger than expected $15.71 billion u“§. 
trade gap in June took Wall Street lower, dealers said. 

At 1430 GMT Friday the FTSE 100 index stood 4.9 points 
to wer at 2,295 after reaching a high on the day of 2307.3 at 1145. 
Earlier, the market bad received further reassurance on the U.K. 
economic outlook when retail prices showed a fall of 0.1 per cent 
in July, giving a year-on-year inflation rate of 4.4 per cent 

The inflation dab was within expectations and was the last of a 
finny of U.K. indicators this week winch many had believed 
would bring bad news but in the event held few surprises. 

1 Warburg Securities' U.K. equities director, Mr. Ian Harwood, 
said “market attention has largely turned to next week’s money 
■ffippfy and bank lending figures after a week of as-expected 
- data. 

He said that the Bank of England had drawn attention to the 
. level of U.K. consumer credit as one reason behind be recent one 
point base lending rate rise. 

The bank lending data, in particular, will be dosely watched. 


W TYOUR daily 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll RJghter Institute M 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. AUGUST 15, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is an important day 
to use care and caution where practical and financial 
matters me concerned. Get organized for future efficien- 
cy. Be quite today. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Don’t make any impor- 
tant decisions today. » yourjudgment may be faulty. 
A trusted adviser may be off the mark today. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 201 Attempting to use force 
to gain your wishes will not work — use tact. Not a day 
to be sociable or to try anything new. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Solve pressing problems 
accurately or theyll Just pop up again. Don’t look for 
help if this happens, it yourself. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to JuL 21) Money mat- 
ters may seam to be the major problem you face, but 
look beneath the surface and see the truth. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) An important person may 
be a bit rude to you today, but chalk it up to irritability 
aa a result of fatigue. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Put your future plans 
in order, bat don’t set them in motion yet as you may 
be interrupted. Use care while in motion. 

LIBRA (Sept 28 to Oct 22) Don’t let a new acquain- 
tance waste your time with mindless jabber. Be aura to 
handle that situation with your mate. 

SCORPIO (Oct 28 to Nov. 21) Be sure you arrange 
all of the detoPs of a contract carefully before acting. 
Someone may be trying to fleece you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Taking the tune 
to have a Hterwwwfon with a fallow worker wfll help to 
increase your productivity later. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Let your mate know 
which friends have been helpful to yon and why you ap- 
preciate £h«7M This will calm the mood. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 191 Get your home in 
order for entertaining — possibly tomorrow. Rest up 
tonight and epjoy the domestic scene. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Forget boring chona and 
concentrate on same new and exciting activities. Show 
loyalty to a friend who needs support- , 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY - he or she wffl 
be quite aDnring, but will find it hard to reach decisions. 

Teach your drOd theft ‘‘the eMy bird catches the worm, 
j . i r__ __ Cnmnram vntir nrOffBHV 


Sports 


THE Daily Crossword ... 


ACROSS . t 
I Hokfins dmrte* - 
• Heme poem "» 
19 Than of note — 
U 7a8 " 

9 Body ef m =r 


W NJ city 

17 himalilw 
DM 

lawn*" 

aouco 

*1 Abound 
8 fail a n w 
« fttwte 
•efraao* 

8 twowy mailt 
XT Be to. »*L. 

8 Period* of 


8 flab uucM 
8 Consider 
37 P o em 
* tan of an 
E&MSOO 


ce mm pari 1111—* 

49 Unusual thing emnwaman. 
M 4t *T UH{KlWinM> 


9 Subterranean 
cemetery 
TO NY city 

11 Judge* atom 

12 Mkteaet fluff 

13 Gentleman 
19 Vivacity 
22 Worit unit 
25 Georgia — 

29 Nasty look 
29 Objects of 



41 RatttJon 
« Leaden afafar. 
SC C lergyman 
U Beshtea 
B7 Tlaw periods 
M Hake lacs 

* Apart 

tl Hackneyed 
P C roiss an t 

J -» 

RU Ut MCT v* 

dtecoftt 
g Master 

* — oo n te nri am 
O Of right nind 
•a Active persons 


2 ■uricatty stow 

3 Alda 

4 wsscteH 

5 Sham 

I One. alty 


30 »m 

31 Origin 

32 Shortened 
form ter short 

S 3 Stringed 
instrument 

34 Kin «< tee. 

35 Send pflaa 
38 CMeh 

commute 
38 Certain 
ornament* 

40 Opposed 

41 Wonlf Of „ 


□nnn nnnran nniu 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
innnn nnnnn nngn 
nnnnnnnra 

ninnn Bonn 
nnnnnn unnnnnnn 
honna nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnngn nnnn 
Finnn nnnra nnrjnn 

nrinnnnnn njnnnRr) 

nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
innnn n nnnnn nnno 
nnnn nringn unnu 
nnn nnnnn nonn 


48 Greek god 

47 Malay eteoa 

48 Footed 
vaea 

» Qatar group 
81 Step* vm a 
fence 


andantsodiog 52 Spud 


53 Lob and mob 

toHoamm 

54 QdTl relative 

55 MaMito opoa 

56 Male animal 

57 Ireland 

80 — pm noon 
62 Old auto 


Sudan offers 
‘rewarding’ 

exchange rates 
to expatriates 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has 
agreed to offer ■“rew^drog , ”ex- 
change rates for the remittances 
of Sudanese working abroad in 
what appears to be a first step to 
unifying its multi-tier exchange 
rate system. 

Finance Minister Beshir Omar 
said the government agreed the 
move in talks with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Sudan announced earlier this 
month it had reached agreement 
in principle with the IMF on 
reforming Sudan’s debt-laden 
economy. Details of the accord 
have not been disclosed. 

Western experts say Sudan, de- 
clared ineligible by the IMF for 
fresh loans 18 months ago, owes 
the IMF about $600 milli on in 
arrears. 

It has had an official exchange 
rate of 230 pounds to the doQar 
since it last devalued its currency 
in February 1985. It also has a 
rate of 4.10 pounds for the remitt- 
ances of the estimated one mil- 
lion Sudanese working abroad. 

Higher rates are offered on the 
flourishing black market which 
has attracted most of the expatri- 
ates’ money away from banking 
channels. The dollar was worth 
6.25 pounds Thursday on the 
black market, traders said. 

The Western experts say re- 
mittances reaching Sudan 
through banking chann els are 
worth between $3 to $5 million a 
month compared with $30 million 
two years ago. 

On the IMF agreement, Mr. 
Omar said Sudan had persuaded 
the fund to drop its demand for 
the removal of subsidies, ex- 
pected to cost the treasiuy 375 
million pounds ($150 million) on 
sugar and flour this fiscal year. 

He said Sudan had agreed to 
IMF demands to cut its 2.85- 
billion pound ($1.15 billion) 
budget deficit, reduce expendi- 
ture and the inflation rate and 
reform state enterprises over a 
four-year period. 

U.S. expects 
more reliance 
on foreign oil 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. de- 
pendence on foreign oil will con- 
tinue to increase next year, bring- 
ing America’s reliance on imports 
to its highest level sincei980, the 
U.S. Energy Department has re- 
ported. 

' ' It estimated in its short-term 
energy outlook that oil imports in 
1988 will increase by six per cent 
over this year, bringing net im- 
ports to six million barrels a day, 
or 36.5 per cent cent of U.S. 
consumption. 

The department said the in- 
creased U.S. reliance on foreign 
oil, mainly from Mexico and 
Canada, is due to a continued 
drop in domestic production, hit 
by low world oil prices. 

It said the unrest created by the 
Iran-Iraq war had pushed prices 
up over the OPEC (Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries) price of $18 a barrel to as 
high as $22 a barrel. 


Lebanon gold sale thought 
unlikely to bolster lira 

BEIRUT (R) — The proposed were ready to discuss a gold sale 
sale of one fifth of Lebanon’s provided a new government was 
gold reserves will have only li- formed first 


BEIRUT (R) — The proposed 
sale of one fifth of Lebanon’s 
gold reserves will have only li- 
mited impact in solring a deepen- 
ing economic crisis, bankers and 
economists said Thursday. 

“This would be a temporary 
solution. It would be like slapping 
a bandage on a man already 
dying,” one economist said. 

Acting Prime Minister Selim 
Hoss proposed on Monday selling 
20 peT cent of Lebanon's 9.2 
million ounces of gold reserves to 
set up a stabilisation fund for the 
ailing Lebanese pound, which has 
lost 62 per cent of its internation- 
al value this year. 

Sources dose to the Sunni 
Muslim prime minister, a former 
banker, said the $800 million to 
be raised by the gold sales could 
bolster the economy for about 
nine months. 

Bankers were more sceptical 
and said heavy speculation 
against the pound could drain the 
fund within two months. 

Implementing the plan could 
be a long and tricky process. The 
sale would have to be approved 
by Lebanon’s divided parliament 
and would then need the signa- 
ture of the Christian president, 
Mr. Amin Gemayel. 

“Gemayel could throw it back 
to parliament or sign it. If he 
throws it back, parliament would 
have to vote again,” one banker 
said. 

Christian leaders have said they 


formed first 

If agreed, the gold sale would 
be likely to take time. 

“The gold would probably be 
sold in stages to lessen the impact 
on the (international) price and 
ensure support from Arab 
banks,” one ranker said. 

Arab banks, with wide influ- 
ence in Lebanon, are deeply in- 
volved in gold trading and would 
be likely to voice opposition to a 
one-off sale which could depress 
world prices. 

There are also fears among 
bankers that a sale would not 
stop with just 20 per cent of 
Lebanon’s gold reserves. One 
said: “If you start selling gold 
without political concensus in the 
country then you’ll never stop. 
It’s suicidal.” 

Central Bank Governor 
Edmond Naim is also reported to 
have been seeking foreign loans 
to prop up Lebanon's economy. 

But bankers said a loan was 
likely to be linked to demands for 
fiscal reform, such as lifting oil 
and wheat subsidies. 

“Raising loans or selling gold 

— it doesn't really matter which 

— buys us more time,” one 
analyst said. 

“But what we really need after 
12 years of aril war is a political 
solution to our troubles,” he 
added. 


Bankers fear problems 
for Gulf Arab economies 


BAHRAIN (R) — Hopes of early economic recovery 
in the Golf region have been dashed by violence in 
the Muslim holy city of Mecca and the threat of a 
clash between Iran and the Western powers. 


Kre mlin unveils measures 
to boost farm yields 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union, faced with persistent agri- 
cultural problems, issued direc- 
tives Thursday for boosting yields 
and reducing dependence on 
grain imports from the West. 

The Kremlin leadership 
ordered the vast Soviet agricultu- 
ral bureaucracy to make better 
use of advanced technology, im- 
prove land-reclaiming schemes 
and fertiliser use, develop ecolo- 
gical protection programmes and 
improve food storage and proces- 
sing. 

The instructions were pub- 
lished in the Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda as official fi- 
gures snowed this year’s harvest 
is proceeding at a considerably 
slower pace than last year’s. 

By last Monday, gram had 
been harvested from only 38.4 


.acres), compared with 50.9 mil-, 
lion hectares (125.8 million acres), 
by die equivalent time last year, 
the State Committee for Statistics 
said. 

Western experts said planting 
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to award farm managers and spe- 
cialists bonuses of up to 25 per 
cent of their normal pay if they, 
raise production. 

The leadership said farm direc- 
tors who placed orders for equip- 
ment which was proven in the 
field to produce better results 
would share up to 50 per cent of 
the profit obtained with the desig- 
ners of the machinery. 

Scientific and research insti- 
tutes must boost contacts with 
state and collective farms to 
speed up the introduction of new 
technologies such as genetic en- 
gineering, and te chnicians and 
farm managers are to retrain for 
two months, it said. 

Under the instructions, agri- 
cultural research and design cen- 
tres are to start converting to a 


This process has already begun in 
mdustrywitti tfic~goaI oT increas- 
ing labour productivity and profit 
incentives. 

Soviet leader, Mr. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who specialised in 


Gulf-based bankers reported 
dear signs that foreign banks 
were retrenching still further and 
shying away from new business, 
particularly in Saudi Arabia. 

Locally-based banks, commit- 
ted to the Gulf countries, have 
little choice but to hang on and 
hope the United Nations can end 
the Iran-Iraq war. 

Bankers said the deaths of hun- 
dreds of I ranian pilgrims in Mec- 
ca’s violence two weeks ago and 
the ensuing war of words between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran shattered a 
tacit accord between the two 
powers which had begun to 
stimulate economic recovery. 

Cooperation between Riyadh 
and Tehran within the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) to drive oil 
prices up to $18 per barrel be- 
nefited the whole region after 
the disastrous impact on state 
revenues last year when the mar- 
ket slumped below $10. 

But one banker said: “Mutual 
recriminations over the deaths in 
Mecca have led to a whole new 
ball game ... with the area so 
tense, any bank is going to think 
very hard before doing new busi- 
ness.” 

Iran accused Saudi Arabia of 
shooting its pilgrims. Riyadh de- 
nied the charge and said most of 
those killed were trampled in a 
stampede provoked by Iranian 
demonstrators. 

One banker said the Mecca 
deaths reinforced fears which had 
dominated the Gulf since the 
Iran-Iraq war began — whether 
Iranian fundamentalism could 
destabilise a region where Arab 
states had so far preserved sta- 
bility. 

Bankers aid the steady escala- 
tion of the Gulf war this year, 
starting with Iran’s offensive 


against Basra and culminating in 
U.S. escorts of Kuwaiti tankers, 
had already diminished prospects 
of economic recovery. 

They estimate the economies 
of Bahrain. Kuwait Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates contracted 
last year by an average 9.5 per 
cent. 

Economists were optimistic 
earlier this year that 1987 would 
see the first upturn since 1982-83. 
Higher oil prices will probably 
lead to modest renewed growth 
on paper, but non-oil gross 
domestic product is still weak. 

Signs of nervousness have been 
growing. The impact has been 
most pronounced on banking 
strategy while stock and money 
markets — generally little de- 
veloped in the Gulf — have 
shown only modest reaction. 

Some foreign banks, already 
wary of corporate business in 
Saudi Arabia after running into 
debt repayment problems, are 
waiting for the row over the 
Mecca deaths to subside before 
extending new loans. 

A growing market in “debt 
swaps” bas emerged as foreign 
banks, particularly American, 
switch out of Saudi loans in re- 
turn for taking Latin American 
debt off the hands of local banks. 

Arab banks are keen to reduce 
their Latin American exposure, 
estimated by bankers at about $4 
billion. 

One European banker said: 
“lending to small or middle-tier 
Saudi firms is off limits after 
Mecca ... some American banks 
are reducing exposure by using 
the swaps market.” 

Banking in Bahrain is still 
shrinking. Assets of about 70 
offshore banks fell in the first 
quarter by 5.6 per cent of $52.53 


billion, more than £10 billion 
below the 1983 peak before the 
oil bubble burst. Foreign banks 
continue to cut staff. 

Bankers believe the violence in 
Mecca is likely to slow further 
key banking reforms in Saudi 
Arabia, where bank profits re- 
main under pressure. 

The kingdom's first stock ex- 
change floor closed after a brief 
experiment earlier this year and 


E lans to set up a new system for 
andling debt disputes appear to 
be on the back burner, bankers 


said. 

Bankers said both the stock 
floor and banking reform were 
vital to stimulate domestic and 
foreign investment, but any 
moves towards Western-style 
banking practices would be 
almost Impossible in the post- 
Mecca climate. 

Saudi authorities stress the 
kingdom's role as guardian of 
Mecca and Medina, the two 
holiest cities in the Muslim faith, 
and bankers believe religious 
conservatives are likely tc ques- 
tion far-reaching banking reform. 

Gulf currencies have remained 
remarkably stable. The Saudi 
rival has held firm at its 3.75 
parity to the dollar in contrast to 
a year ago when weak oil prices 
sparked devaluation rumours. 

But Saudi interest rates have 
been pushed modestly higher and 
in Kuwait, within earshot of the 
Gulf war front, the central bank 
has been careful to provide the 
money markets with ample li- 
quidity to calm nerves. 

There are also fears that the 
few remaining big projects in the 
Gulf will be delayed, foremost 
among them a Si billion offshore 
gas development in Qatar. 

Additional oil revenues are not 
certain to be pumped back into 
Gulf economies. Western milit- 
ary sources say defence costs are 
rising, with major Gulf states now 
studying a joint purchase of 
minesweepers to clear shipping 
lanes. 


S. Korean industry suffers badly 


and a late, wet spring in the 
Ukraine and southern Russia, ex- 
plained the lag and meant the 
official harvest target of 232 mil- 
lion tonnes was unlikely to be 
met 

The Soviet press has said this 
year’s harvest will be the same as, 
or better than, the 1986 crop of 
210 million tonnes. Hie U.S. 
Agriculture Department this 
week raised its forecast for this 
year’s crop to 205 mil Hon tonnes 
from 195 million. 

The Kremlin's instructions cal- 
led on Gosagroprom, the super- 
ministry for agricultural affairs. 


in March 1985, has sought to 
boost yields of grain, meat and 
dairy products by offering incen- 
tives to farmers to grow more on 
their private plots. 

But the agricultural daily Sels- 
kaya THiim said Thursday many 
.farmers were prevented from us- 
ing their initiative and, for exam- 
ple, rearing their own cows be- 
cause of a countrywide shortage 
of fodder. 

The newspaper estimated meat 
output would rise by 800,000 ton- 
nes if every farmer in the Russian 
Federation, the largest Soviet re- 
public, had his own cow. 


SEOUL (AP) — Industrial pro- 
duction suffered nationwide los- 
ses of more than $200 million and 
exports have slowed due to 
strikes that have crippled South 
Korea’s economy, the govern- 
ment said Friday. 

Trade and industry ministry 
officials said exports in the first 10 
days of August totalled $692 mil- 
lion, up 23.3 per cent from the 
same period last year fait far 
down from comparable periods in 
recent months. In June and July, 
exports rose 70 and 49.2 per cent 
respectively, they said. 

The labour ministry said strikes 
were under way Friday at 229 
work places throughout the coun- 
try, an increase of 46 from the 
previous day, when 110 new 
strikes erupted by 64 were set- 
tled. 

The Hyundai shipyard, the na- 
tion’s largest, halted operation 
again Friday when a group of 
about 1,000 workers urged com- 
rades to stop working and vote on 
the proposed formation of a 


“democratic union.” The ship- 
yard, located in Ulsan on the 
southeast coast, resumed opera- 
tion Tuesday after several days of 
suspension. 

Shipyard officials said the 
group opposed to the existing 
union, alleging it was pro-man- 
agement. 

Ministry officials and industry 
sources said most new strikes in 
recent days involved small or 
medium companies, in contrast to 
earlier stoppages at big manufac- 
turers. 

No figures were available on 
the number of workers idled by 
the strikes, but it was believed to 
be in the hundreds of thousands. 

Trade and industry Minister 
Rha Woong-Bae testified before 
a national assembly committee on 
Thursday that if current labour 
unrest continued, foreign buyers 
would eventually begin importing 
from other countries. 

The Korea Development Insti- 
tute, a government advisory 
group, said the current labour 


unrest could force the country’s 
current account surplus to drop 
from the original projection of $8 
billion to as low as $5.8 billion. 

The strikes, which have spread 
rapidly dnring the past - three- 
weeks, have affected the jpqun- 
try’s five auto makers, as-#ell as 
about 600 major auto part and 
component suppliers, shipyards, 
textile mills, coal mines, trans- 
portation services, electronics, 
footwear, food processing and 
beverage industries. ' 

The demands for higher wages, 
better working conditions and the 
right to form free unions, follow 
the government's acceptance last 
month of democratic reforms, in- 
cluding relaxation of curbs on 
strikes. 

Mr. Roh Tae-Woo, president 
of the governing Democratic Jus- 
tice Party, told foreign reporters 
Thursday that the outbursts 
arose from an accumulation of 
grievances. He said labour thinks 
it should have more of a fair share 
of South Korea's wealth. 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 




Ml, CHARLES! I JUST 
ear back.. i callep 

HOM SEVERAL TIMES.. 
PIP VOU MI5S ME? 


I JU5T F0UREP MYSELF 
SOME C0LP CEREAL -I PON 
UAMT IT TO GET 5066V... 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



WON'T y 

A VERDICT e<2n 
VET! 



BUT SUPPOSE THEy 
DO, MUTT! SUPPOSE 

L THE V GIVE ME 
THE CHAIR — 

1 WHAT'LL. I DO? 




“Cockroach blood is YUKKY! Couldn’t 
I just give them a good scolding?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 





Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 


THANKS P3R "THE 
ItMWTWMlW. 
[T SHOULD* BE 
A NICE PARTY Y_ 





Now arrange the circled letters to 
form l he surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles PHOTO BALKY CATTLE JAKJED 
Answer. They cased that eccentric Inventor a crackpot* 
urn he (fid tea— WT THE JACKPOT 

















8 Yfofkj news 


Seoul opposition leaders 
call for talks with Chun 



JORDAN TIMES. SATURDAY AUGICTBJjffr 


SEOUL, Sooth Korea (AP) — Opposition leaders 
Kim Young-Sam and Kim Dae-Jung Friday prop- 
osed an immediate meeting with President Chon 
Doo-Hwan and the head of the governing party to 
discuss the release of political prisoners. 


The two Kims called for Mr. 
Chun and Democratic Justice 
Party President Roh Tae-Woo to 
accept their call, asserting that 
the questison of the release of 
political prisoners constituted 
"the biggest obstacle to the 
democrat! satioo” of the country, 
aides to King Young-Sam said. 

The request was made in a 
statement read by Mr. Kim 
Young-Sam before family mem- 
bers of political prisoners who 
met with the two opposition lead- 
ers to urge them to exert more 
efforts to seek freedom for those 
remaining in prison, the aides 
said. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from Mr. Chun or Mr. 
Roh. 

The proposal came soon after 
human right discussions in the 
National Assembly failed to 
agree on the opposition's demand 
for the release of prisoners of 
conscience. 

Kim Young-Sam is president of 
the main opposition Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party (RDP), 
and Kim Dae-Jung is a perma- 
nent adviser to the party. 

The London- based human 
rights organisation Amnesty In- 
ternational said in a statement 
Wednesday that despite recent 
releases, more than two dozen 
political prisoners are still behind 


bars and should be freed. 

Some Korean opposition peo- 
ple claim there are at least 300 
political prisoners still held. 

The government has 
announced about 1,300 prisoners 
will be freed Saturday, on the 
anniversary of South Korea's 
national liberation, but that no 
political prisoners will be in- 
cluded. 

The government freed several 
hundred political prisoners last 
month in a gesture seeking 
national reconciliation and demo- 
cratic reforms. It did not free 
those who remain in custody be- 
cause they have been accused or 
convicted for crimes such as arson 
or violation of the national secur- 
ity law. 

Meanwhile the head of South 
Korea’s military pledged Thurs- 
day to support democratic re- 
forms, saying the miitary should 
remain neutral in politics “in any 
case.” 

Defence Minister Chung Ho- 
Yong told a National Assembly 
subcommittee that the military 
would “accomplish its duty" in 
progress toward democracy. 

“The military must be granted 
neutrality without interference 
from anyone else. It is my belief 
that the military should not inter- 
fere in politics in any case," Mr. 
Chung said. 


The military has a long history 
of political intervention and 
helped install the current govern- 
ment. 

Opposition lawmakers have 
demanded that Chung take an 
Oath pledging die military’s neut- 
rality analoyaJty to foe govern- 
ment that is to be elected under a 
new constitution encompassing 
democratic reforms. 

Mr. Chong rejected the de- 
mand. But he said that if foe next 
president is constitutionally 
elected, foe military will be 
obliged to loyalty. 

Asked about reports that high- 
ranking army officers, including 
the chief of staff, complained 
recently that opposition leader 
Kim Dae-Jung is too radical to 
run for president, Mr. Chung said 
they were just expressing their 
own personal opinions in a pri- 
vate setting. 

The opposition has not yet 
announced a candidate to run 
against Mr. Roh, but it is ex- 
pected to be Mr. Kim Dae-Jung 
or fellow opposition leader, Kim 
Yoang-Sam. 

Earlier, Mr. Rob, president 
Chun’s hand-picked successor, 
said “it a candidate wins a fair 
contest with foe support of foe 
people, the military will respect 
it” 

Both Mr. Chung and Mr. Roh 


are former army generals who 
helped when Mr. Qmn, their 
military academy classmate, seize 
power after the assassination of 
President Parle Chung-Hee in 
1979. 


4 die, 63 hurt in S. Korean explosion 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
An explosion ripped through a 
chemical warehouse Friday 
morning near Seoul's Kimpo In- 
ternational Airport and a housing 
development, killing four people 
and injuring at least 63, police 
said. 

• Police could nor confirm the 
numbers, but newspapers said 
about 100 people were injured 
and that the number of dead 
would probably rise because as 
many as six people were reported 
missing. 


Fireballs and debris shot up to 
300 metres into foe sky, said 
police. Two oil tank trucks were 
completely crumpled by foe ex- 
plosion, which also ripped a bole 
m foe ground five metres deep. 

The blast demolished four 
homes and damaged hundreds of 
buddings and bouses around the 
warehouse, which was used to 
store inflammable chemicals such 
as methanol and nitroglycerin. 

Police said an 8-year-old girl 
died when she was nit by debris 
from her house, and 63 people 


injured. Three charred bodies, 
believed to be those of w ar ehouse 
workers, were found after foe 
blaze was controlled shortly be- 
fore noon. 

Rescue workers were di gg in g 
through debris for other possible 
victims. 

The blast at foe warehouse, 
about 500 metres from a runway 
at Kimpo, shattered scores of 
windows in airport buildings, 
although airport o p eration s were 
not affected. 


Blasts mar Pakistan Independence Day 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
marked its 40th anniversary Fri- 
day with celebrations oversha- 
dowed by a wave of mystery 
bomb attacks which killed almost 
100 people in the past few weeks. 

In his Independence Day mes- 
sage, President Mohammad Zia 
U1 Haq expressed sympathy for 
the victims while opposition lead- 
er Benazir Bhutto said there was 
little to celebrate. 

Authorities in North West 
Frontier province cancelled all 


Thirteen people were killed on 
Tuesday and some 45 injured by 


three bombs which exploded 
within half an hour of each 
other in Marxian near the provin- 
cial capital Peshawar. • 

It was foe latest in a series of 
unexplained attacks widely be- 
lieved to be linked to Pakistani 
support for Afghan rebels fight- 
ing the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment of neighbouring Afgha- 
nistan. 

Geo. Zia, who seized power in 
a coup in 1977, said foe whole 
nation of more than 100 million 
expressed its sympathy for the 
victims. 

"I am confident that instead of 
demoralising foe nation, such in- 


Epidemic hits flood-ravaged 
Bangladesh; death toll rises 


DHAKA (R) — A fast-spreading 
diarrhoea epidemic killed at least 
40 people in northern Bangladesh 
Thursday, raising the death toll in 
the area's worst flooding to more 
than 350. officials said Friday. 

More than 8.000 others were 
infected by the disease, caused by 
drinking polluted water, in the 
flolded districts of Rangpur. 


Dinajpur. Bogra and Lalmo- 
nirhat, they told reporters. 

Nearly 120 medical teams, 
helped by the army and civilan 


reporters, 
ledical te: 


doctors, were trying to contain 


the epidemic, but with little suc- 
cess. 

The official BSS news agency 
Thursday night quoted a govern- 
ment statement in Dhaka as 
saying that only 126 flood deaths 
were confirmed so for. 

Officials at foe worst-hit Dina- 
jpur said Friday nearly 75,000 
' people had taken refuge in high- 
rise buildings and temporary 
camps there. 

Floods have also inundated foe 
neighbouring town of Thakur- 
gaon. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT CHARLES GORCT 
AND OMAH SHARIF 

AIMS Tirixma MaOa StmcM. toe. 


SELF-IMPOSED PENALTY 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*AQ104 
9Q JG 
0 AKQ 
*K76 

WEST EAST 

♦8763 4952 

99642 9 A K 8 

OJI09 087643 

♦ 32 *105 

SOUTH 
♦ KJ 
91073 
082 

♦AQJ9S4 
The bidding: 

North Eaat South West 

2 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 

Pass Dble 7 * Pus 

Pass Dble Pass pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 0 

We've said it before and we'U say 
it again: “Bill Root is acknowl- 
edged as the country’s best bridge 
teacher” If we had any lingering 
doubts, they were dispelled by his 
new book, "Commogsense Bid- 
ding" (Crown Publishers, 216 pp., 
hard cover, S19.S5; paperback, 
89.96). In dear, easy-to-follow 
prose be has set out a simple sys- 
tem that is sure to bring many 


points to those who elect to use it 

Many players believe that any 
two tricks Justify a double of a 
slam. This tale of what happened 
to one of the world’s best players 
should quickly disillusion them. 
“He was on lead against 6 NT and 

could win the first two tricks with 
the ace and king of hearts. His op- 
ponents were two young men he 
had never seen before, so betook & 
chance and doubled. His left-hand 
opponent realized the expert must 
have the first two tricks to double 
6 NT (probably A-K in asuit), so he 
bid seven dubs. Our expert dou- 
bled again, but now his partner had 
the opening lead and had to choose 
between leading a diamond, heart, 
or spade. He chose to lead a 
diamond... * 

"As you can see, with a diamond 
lead South could win all thirteen 
tricks and score up 2,330 for mak- 
ing seven dubs doubled. If our un- 
lucky expert had passed 6 NT he 
would have won 100 points, so his 
double cost him 2,430 points. Inci- 
dentally, the South player’s choke 
to bid 6 NT was a pretty good one; 
that contract should succeed most 
of the time." 

We like the lesson — and the 
book! 


tidents wiD fortify its restrive and 
determination,” be said. “Wc 
know how to die for principles 
and live in freedom.” 

Ms. Bhutto, whose father, for- 
mer Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, was overthrown by Gen. 
Zia and later executed, devoted 
much of her statement to attack- 
ing the military leader. 

“Should we celebrate having 
brought the Afghan war into our 
streets and bazaars? Should we 
celebrate die ethnic violence tfafr 
is tearing our society into shreds? 
Should we celebrate foe plight of 
our deteriorating economy?" she 
said. 


10 killed, 

17 injured 
in Brazil 
building 
collapse 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — At 
least 10 people were kiuea and 17 
injured w the collapse of a 13- 
stoiy buildmg under construction 
in foe city of Belem In northern 
Brazil, officials said. 

The residential buildmg, due to 
open next January but conde- 
mned last February, collapsed 
late Thursday afternoon when at 
least 45 workers were stfll at their 
jobs. 

Ten bodies were recovered 
from the building rubble, but a 
rescue soldier said foe death toll 
could rise sharply because foe 
60,000 tonnes of concrete also 
destroyed a small religions tem- 
ple next to the building and no 
one knew exactly how many peo- 
ple were there. 

He said drat the fire brigade 
was not properly equipped for the 
rescue operation. The armed 
forces and local demolition com- 
panies were called to cooperate in 
foe rescue. 

“I had gone out for a coffee 
break and all of a sudden I heard 
an explosion. The budding col- 
lapsed as if by implosion," a 
worker said on television. 

A television report said the 
construction company had been 
working on strengthening of foe 
budding’s foundations and was 
given dy the civil defence until 
September to get the work done, 
otherwise the building would 
have to be imploded. 

It was the second fatal accident 
in two days in Brazil's northern 
Para state. On Monday, nine 
prospectors died in an open quar- 
ry accident at the Serra Pelada 
Gold Mine. 


U.S. agents 
question 
pilot who 
flew close 
to Reagan 
helicopter 

SANTA BARBARA, California 
(AP ) — Secret service agents , 
questioned the pilot of a snail 
airpline that nearly collided with 
President Ronald Reagan's heli- 
copter. i 

Mr. Reagan and his aides did 
not notice the Piper Archer air- 
craft flying in restricted airspace 
over the president's Rancho Del 
Gdo in southern California on 
Thursday. 

His wife, Nancy, was not on 
board. She plans to join foe 
president later to begin their 25- 
day California vacation. 

At its closest point, the plane 
was about 76 metres in front of 
the helicopter and about 46 
metres below it — within the 
d i stance classified as a near-colli- 
sion by foe Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). 

The FAA has begun an inves- 
tigation. 

Secret service spokesman Rich 
Adams said foe pane landed at 
an airport about 160 kilometres 
sooth of Santa Barbara. The pilot 
and a passenger were detained 
for questioning about their "mo- 
tives and intent.” 

Early Friday, secret service 
agents escorted a man who 
apparently was foe plot from the 
airport ter minal to- a waiting car. 
The man was not in handcuffs, 
but he walked with a gray leather) 
jacket cove rin g his head. 

• Witnesses said that after initial 
questioning, foe passenger and a 
third man who met foe two when 
they landed, were released. 

Law enforcement officials de- 
clined to make any comment on 
the progress of the inquiry. 


Typhoon 
kills 11 in 
Philippines 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Typhoon Betty battered foe Phi- 
K opines, .with heavy rains and 
winds, kilting at least 11 people 
and leaving nearly 30,000 home- 
less before it swept out into the 
South China Sea. i 

Local officials estimated the 1 
storm caused a total of 120 mii- 
Koo pesos ($6 million) damage in 
Batangas and Samar provinces 
alone. 

Chief government meteorolog- 
ist Amado Pineda said another 
tropical storm, Cary, had 
appeared some 970 kilometres 
south east of Luzon. He said it 
bad winds of 85 kilometres an 
hour, but Hkety would intensify as 
it approached the Philippines. 


Reagan to give Central 
American plan a chance 


SANTA BARBARA, California 
(R) — President Reagan has 
made dear he wants to give the 
Central America peace plan a 
chance, bat his aides say be could 
still seek new aid for foe contra 
rebels in Nicaragua. 

“We’re going the extra mile 
with this plan — real negotiations 
with a firm timetable." Mr. 


foe president was committed to 
supporting the contras “and that 
support will continue until ... 
there is a satisfactory nexus with 
foe peace plan that puts in place 
democratic reforms. ” 

An offidal told reporters on 
Reagan’s plane that foe contras 
were an “insurance policy.” 

He said foe administration 


Reagan said Thursday “all we are planned to address the contra 
saying is: Give democracy a funding issue in a way that would 
chance.” insure continued contra support 

He made his comments in Neb- “until we are all satisfied that 


raska en route to a California 
vacation one day after his tele- 
vised address to foe nation in 
which he sought to turn the page 
on foe Iran-contra scandal. 

Hie peace plan adopted by 
leaders of five Central American 
nations last week has been attack- 
ed by conservatives who com- 
plain it does not compel with- 
drawal of Cuban and Soviet Bloc 
personnel from Nicaragua and 
undercuts foe U.S.-backed con- 
tras. 

Mr. Reagan said foe United 
States was ready to work with 
those in the region who sought 
peace. 

But he added that “it must be 
consistent with the interests of 
foe United States and it must be 
consistent with the interests of 
those fighting for freedom in 
Nicaragua.” 

Mr. Reagan did not mention 
U.S. aid to foe contras. But 
White House Chief of Staff Ho- 
ward Baker told reporters that 
foe president coda decide cm 
Sept. 30 whether to seek more aid 
to follow the $100-millkm aid 
paAay that runs out on foai 
date. 

Proponents of foe peace plan 
are urging Mr. Reagan to bold off 
requesting more aid. 

*Going into that decision will 
be suchthings as whether realistic 
progress is being made, whether 
substantial progress is being 
made or even promising progress* 
is being made,” Mr. Baker said. 

MrTReagan’s National Secur- 
ity Adviser Frank Carlucd said 


“until we are all satisfied that 
there is a peace plan that wfil 
insure foe peaceful reintegration 
and democratis&tioa of Nicar- 
agua." 

Mr. Reagan did not say what 
timetable he was referring to in 
his speech. 

A peace plan worked out by 
House Speaker Texas Democrat 
Jim Wright and adopted by Mr. 
Reagan called for a 60-day cease- 
fire, during which the Nicaraguan 
government would have to set an 
election timetable and make re- 
forms. That plan had a Sept. 30 
deadline. 

The plan drafted by Costa Rica 
President Oscar Arias and 
adopted tw five Central Amer- 
ican presidential last week set a 
90-day deadline. 

State Department officials 
have said that foe' U.S. plan has 
been superseded by the regional 
plan but foe White House has 
backed away from conceding that 
the American proposal is on foe 
backed away from coopering that 
the American proposal is on the 
back burner. 

On Thursday a White House 
official aboard Mr. Reagan’s 
plane told reporters 4l we haven’t 
walked away from the Reagan- 
Wright plan" which he said 
“leaves dearly in place a dead- 
fine.” 

Meanwhile senior government 
officials have received a new in- 
telligence assessment claiming 
that the U.S.-backed contras axe 
seizing the 'Tactical initiative" in 
fighting against the Ni caraguan 
government 


Norway proposes former 
premier for top NATO job 


BRUSSELS (R) — Norway has 
formally presented former Prime 
Minister Kaare WiBoch as candi- 
date for secretary-general of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion, a NATO spokesman said 
Frirfey. 

National delegations to NATO 
had been informed and the 
Norweman government had 
made bilateral moves in allied 
capitals, the spokesman said. 

Mr. WDIoch, 58, is foe first 
confirmed candidate to succeed 
Britain’s Lord Carrington, who 
has told the allies be will step 
down next year after four years in 
office. 

Mr. WDIoch, a conservative, was. 
regarded as a trusted Washington 
ally while prime minister from 
October 1981 to May 1986. 

NATO officials cautioned that 


though Willoch had formally pre- 
sented his candidacy this (fid not 
mean he would necessarily get 
the affiance's top political job. 

Others said to be in the running 
for the post are West German 
DefencemnristefManfied Woer- 
ner andlfclgiari Foreign Minister 
Leo Tindexnans. 

Apart from the backing of his 
government, a candidate for 
NATO secretary-general has to 
receive an informal consensus of- 
support from all the other 15 
allies. He is formally appointed 
by alliance foreign ministers. 

The post is traditionally held by 
a European because an American 
always occupies the military post 
of supreme allied commander 
Europe. 

It is open-ended in term and 
tiie salary is decided by negotia- 
tion. 


Lange tipped to win today’s elections 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand’s politicians returned 
home Friday to rest after weeks 
of campaigning and to await the 
judgment of 2.1 million voters in 
an election widely expected to 
confirm the Labour Party in power. 

Only the most committed sup- 
porters of the opposition Nation- 
al Party believed it might win 
Saturday. No political commenta- 
tor. columnist or newspaper edi- 
tor backed them. 

The media were convinced that 
Prime Minister David Lange’s 
Labour Party would be given 
another three-year term. 

One opinion poll published Fri- 
day gave Labour a 15 percentage 
point lead over National, down 
from 21 points a month ago but 
enough to increase Labour’s 17- 
seat majority in the 97-seat par- 
liament. 

Some newspapers that normal- 
ly support National spoke up for 
Labour, although the Dominion 
in Wellington said it bad no inten- 
tion of telling anyone how to 


vote. 

Hie New Zealand Herald s»fri 
the election was largely a referen- 
dum on Labour's economic poli- 
cies, making its return to office 
more likely. 

Dunedin’s Otago Daily Times 
. said Labour deserved the chance 
to prove these policies. 

The Christchurch Star said the 
reforms offered a better hope for 
the future than any alternatives 
advanced by National. “In die 
circumstances it is not unreason- 
able to ask for extra time, espe- 
cially in view of foe patience foe 
electorate accorded the previous 
administration.” 

Mr. Lange ended his campaign 
in his home city of Auckland. 
National leader Jim Bolger also 
spent part of the day there before 
flying home to his farm in foe 
central North Island. . 

The New Zealand dollar and 
share prices rose in anticipation 
of a victory for Labour and con- 
tinuation of its tree-market poli- 
cies. 


The dollar dosed at 5839 U.S. 
cents against 57.69 cents Thurs- 
day. Dealers said there had been 
large buying orders from Singa- 
pore. 

The leading share index rose 
25.43 points to 3,686.49. Brokers 
attributed foe increase to a lack 
of sellers and demand from trad- 
os anticipating a Labour win. 

The electoral office said 28 
New Zealanaders in Antarctica 
and on remote islands have 
already voted by radio, the first 
time this method has been used. 

Three more votes are expected 
from members of an Antarctic 
expedition mounted by the 
Greenpeace Environmental 
Organisation. They must walk for 
half a day to New Zealand’s Scott 
Base. . 

Voting for the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the only chamber in 
parliament, begins at 9 a.m. 
(2100 GMT Friday) and ends at 7 
p.m. (0700 GMT). 

First results are expected soon 
after 8 p.m. (0800 GmT) and foe 


in Wellington said it had no in ten- tmuation of its tree-market pofi- after 8 p.m. (0800 
tion of telling anyone how to des. winner by about 

Soviet officials criticised over nationalism 


10 p.m. 


MOSCOW (R) - A Soviet wri- 
ter criticised Communist Party 
and state officials Friday for fail- 
ing to curb nationalist sentiments 
among some of the country’s 
more than 100 nationalities. 

Eduard Bagramov, writing in 
the party newspaper Pravda. said 
some Soviet nationalities were 
taking such pride in their history 
and folklore that it was dear 
propagandists were failing to in- 
culcate a distinctive Soviet pat- 
riotism. 

Bagramov was writing after 
officially reported outbreaks of 
natio nalism in the past year in 
republics as varied as. Latvia on 
foe Baltic Coast, Moldavia on foe* 
Romanian border and foe Cen- 
tral Asian Republics of Kazakh- 
stan and Kirgizia. 

In Kazakhstan, two people 
died in riots after a Russian was 
selected last December as the 


new party leader. Last month, 
Crimean Tatars seeking to retain 
to foe homeland from which they 
.were deported in 1944 demons- 
trated in central Moscow. 

Bagramov supplied no new de- 
tails of these inddents but said: 
“misunderstandings, even dis-. 
prrtes, sometimes arise in rela- 
tions between neighboaring dis- 
tricts and regions of different 
republics. 

“People have arguments in cor- 
ridors. But party and local gov- 
ernment workers keep silent ab- 
out this, do not take principled 
decisions and do not strive to 
forestall or extinguish the pas- 
sions involved,” 

Bagramov complained that 
members of so me nationalities 
liked to call themselves Soviet 
patriots even though they did not 
treat other nations in the oountry 
as equal. 


“And if they proclaim them- 
selves patriots, tins means we are 
bad at propagandising Soviet pat- 
riotism as an ideology,” the wri- 
ter said. 

He said foe authorities were 
keen that people should know 
Russian as well as the lan gnaw? of 
foe Republic where they wonted, 
but added: “The mam thing is 
that a justified love for your 
native tongue should not turn 
into linguistic chauvinism.” 

“Socialism has disproved foe 
myth that antagonism between 
nations is ineradicable. The 
national factor in our country has 
long ceased to divide people,” be 
said. 

“Nonetheless the susceptibility, 
of. part of the population to 
national problems, because of 
historical reasons mid foe multi- 
national character of the country, 
is still appreciable." 



Man believed dead wakes np 

KTTALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — A 65-ycat-ffi am gro - 
up for dead shocked his relatives when he satup 


^oSd! Munir Mahidun'faad been ffl fa r i £ 
Mshouse in Pontian, 300 

straits Tunes reported. His wife, So©; Kosmp, his «gfc- 
S ndghboSUeved be was dead when cartm 


bodvbecame cold and motionless Sunday morning, the daily raid; 
About four hours later, when foe last ntes were being admiro- 
tenri atte house and before he was to be earned outadefoe 
home for burial, Munir woke up, foe newspaper said. The 
mourners cry of sadness turned into a ery of joy, the daily sard, 
fldfKng that Munir is now well on foe road to recovery, 

‘Everest still highest in the world* 

PEKING (R) — China ingsts that Mount Everest is the highest 
mountain m foe world, despite claims by a U.S. climbing team* 
earlier this year that it is only number two. The New China News 
Agency has said Chinese cartographers measure Hvere^op the 
border between Nepal and C hin a, at 848.13 metres (29,029 f eet), 
237 metres (778 feet) higher than Mount Qogir in foe Karakorum 
Kfoimtoinc rm the Smo-Pakistan border. It said a U.S. team 


Mountains on foe Sino-Pakistan border, it said a U.S. term 


Crocodiles go on ‘hunger strike’ 

MOSCOW (R) — Crocodiles at foe Moscow Zoo have gone on 
“hunger strike 4 after an uncomfortable move to new quarters, the 
Moscow Communist Party newspaper said Friday. A 250-lrilo 
(550-pound) Mississippi alligator and crocodiles began to turn 
their snouts up at food after workers moved them to new quarters 
during building work on foe reptile house in a severe cold snap 
last miter, Moskoskaya Pravda said. 'They have already been on 
hunger strike for several months,”- the newspaper said. It said a 
giant Anaconda, a python and a boa constrictor had died during 
the sam* period, while many animals had stopped reproducing 
due to havoc caused by foe work. The newspaper said better, 
conditions for zoo animals in foe Soviet capital were lodg 
overdue, but bureaucratic mismanagement had bungled efforts to 
find them a new borne. It suggested foreign firms be brought in to 
design a better zoo complex, uo matter what the cost. ‘The fete of 
foe capital’s zoo must be decided today, now,” the newspaper 
said. 

Eel hogs Bochum bath for 16 years 

BOCHUM, West Germany (R) — A big, bleached eel in the 
family tub stopped the Richters of Bochum from taking a bath 
Friday, but it’s been going on for 16 years so they did not mind. 
The slippery lodger came to light when Hannelore Richter had to 
report her parrot to foe Ruhr City’s health authorities and 
mentioned Alfred among her many other pets. “He can’t really 
do any tricks like jumping through a hoop, but be coils around 
your finger,” she said. “He’s absolutely no bother, except when 
the cat takes foe plug out, and he's got to be foe cleanest creature 
for miles.” The 60 an (two-foot) eel, featured at the weekend in a 
television talk show, was blade when Paul Richter caught him in a 
river and brought him home. But he has faded to a fine olive in 
the chlorinated tap water of his adopted home. When foe Richters 
do take baths in the course of a week, Alfred is parked in a 
bucket. 

Elusive boa appears In bathroom 

HAMILTON, Ontario (AP) — A boa constrictor in the toilet 
might seem fenny in a Mel Brooks movie, but the real thing's 
been no joke for the Lamothe family. A neighbour’s pet boa is 
lodged in the drainpipes under their bathroom, and made an 
appearance in their toilet bowl on Sunday."! looked down and 
saw this [Mir of eyes looking at me and a tongue going in and out,” 
said Laurie Lamothe. mother of two. “I shouted to my husband, 
'there's a snake in foe bathroom.' 7 ' Since then, the Hamilton 
Society for foe Prevention of Cruelty to animals has removed foe 
toilet in the Lamothe's 12th-storey apartment and tried to lure foe 
6-foot-6 (two-metre) snake into foe open by placing dead rats on 
the floor. The snake ate one of the rats Tuesday morning when no 
one was watching but disappeared back down the drain, which 
runs horizontally under the floor. “It's still in the same place felt 
we're pretty confident we'll get it out in the next (fey or so,” 
SPCA official Robert Morrison told the Associated Press 
Wednesday. The snake’s owner wifi face a fine of 53.75 dollar 
($40) for keeping an illegal pet in foe 15-storey building, unless he 
removes it from the city as soon as it is recovered, Morrison said.; ^ 

3 held after slow getaway in robbery ] 


tra nsmis sion stuck in first gear, polios said. After a relatively 
low-speed chase, they gave np on the car and tried fleeing on foot. 
They couldn’t outrun police, either. They were c a pt ure d in a 
Parking lot in nearby Gibbsboro minutes after foe roboery, police 
said. During the robbety, two of the holdnp men, dressed in 


business suits, drew handguns and ordered seven employees and 
six customers to lie on foe floor, said detective David Smith. No 
shots were fired and no one was hurt. Emmanuel Brown, 39; 
Joseph Lofton, 42; and Gregory Morrison, 31; all of Philadelphia, 
were charged with bank robbery and aiding and abetting a crime 
and were field without bail for a hearing Thursday, said Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Howard Wiener. 

3,000-year-old Necropolis found 

JELANO, Italy (R) — Archaeologists have said they had 


contained skeletons lying in bollowed-out tree trunks — the first 
mscoverycn central Italy of this particular ancient burial practice, 
iiousebold objects and crude weapons were also found on the 
S! ■ £r dlscove / y fo ^ a big archaeological find last month a 
fetv l^ometres from Celano of thousands of tombs believed to 
date back seven or eight centuries before Christ. 

Bachelor town offers women free tickets 

— In a matchmaking drive to combat a 

shortage of brides, a remote Swedish t™ 


W-ring£ town of 8,7^e^ e T£^°S^ 

bachetes and 139 single females. Alllhe otaWpJf 

W ^ t0 > ob 5' A comimltee onStttl 

Sept. 28-Oct. 4 ^romppavnko {romo week) FesSwai *L j 
tionaliy the ^-hanSeek of dandSg 
wmKnin Stockholm, Helsinki mid Oslo free rides to Pajala 1 
chartered .S®f- recaved lots of letters. At least II 

coming,” said committee Chairman Lare-Ol 
Snell. He said foe town would fry to arrange cheap air and tra 
fares for Bntish wmnen, who had made inquirie? after readh 
about foe romp festival in foe British 


■ Democrats ** described the pS^afemt^ 
consists of weekly dances at the 


Rnmen, adding, fig 






